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Introduction 
 

 Twenty-first century American Christianity is one 

of the most individualistic entities on the face of the planet. 

We attend meetings in the church house only to hear from 

God directly, on an individual level. We rely on Google 

results so that our questions about the faith might be 

answered. We dedicate our time to studying God’s Holy 

Word on our own, hoping that we can come to a semi-

coherent conclusion about its meaning and overall message 

without consulting those who have already done the study. 

 Have we forgotten that the body of Christ, of which 

we are members, is a community? Have we forgotten that 

we are not to forsake the assembly under Christ? How are 

we to be disciples if we only choose to learn on our own? 

How are we to make disciples if we choose not to even 

interact with the other members of Christ’s Church? 

 I received an idea for this book as I thought about 

both the individualistic nature of the postmodern society we 

live in and our command in Matthew, chapter twenty-eight, 

to go and make disciples. I have heard my entire life that 

making disciples requires more than simply leading 



someone to Christ. It is a lifelong investment. Sadly, 

though, I also realized that the commitment we, as 

Christians, make toward forming disciples is smothered by 

the individuality of the society we live in. That leaves us 

with one question, how can we truly make disciples in this 

strictly individualistic nation? 

 Though I had been considering this publication for 

quite some time, I did not feel God’s impression on my 

heart to start working on it until I received an assignment 

from Dr. R. Bruce Carlton. The assignment given was to 

“develop a discipleship plan and curriculum for discipling 

followers of Christ”. Dr. Carlton, as he briefly explained 

the assignment, stated teasingly, “You can either write me 

three pages, or write me a book. I don’t care…” So, I 

naturally decided to take the later option, though I did not 

finish it in the time allotted for the assignment. While I 

respect the irony of the situation, I also respect the fact that 

I am writing to an audience much broader than Dr. Carlton. 

I can also ensure that I would not be doing so without 

God’s impression on my heart to do so. 

 My hope is that all of those who read this 

publication will, not only be inspired to break away from 

the individuality of the society surrounding us and truly 



invest in discipleship, but also to learn how to become a 

better disciple and a better teacher. 

 May God bless all those who read this book. Your 

faithfulness and support inspire me to continue pursuing 

God’s call in my life. I only hope that one day I might be 

able to return that inspiration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 
 
 
 

Conversion vs. 
Transformation 

An assumption that has been made by a vast majority 
within the Christian community is that making disciples 
is equivalent to making converts. It only requires of us 
a brief moment to make a convert before we leave 
them to learn and develop on their own. It takes a 
lifetime to make a disciple. 
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What is Conversion? 
 

 Suppose you are attending a basketball game and are 

unequivocally disinterested in every aspect of the game. You 

sit courteously next to the friend who invited you while 

pretending to enjoy yourself. Suppose, now, that the game is 

nearing its end and the team your friend is cheering for is 

losing by two points, but is in possession of the ball. The 

crowd around you stands and, just so you don’t feel even more 

out of place, you stand as well. After a series of passes, one of 

the team members in possession of the ball fakes a shot, takes 

a step, and then shoots what would be equivalent to a three 

point shot. Time seems to almost stand still as everyone 

around you throws up his or her hands. You find yourself 

unexplainably caught up in the moment, and before you know 

it your hands are also in the air. Everyone around you holds 

their breath as the ball bounces upward off the rim as the final 

buzzer rings. Anticipation grows as the ball begins its dissent, 

and then begins to roll around the edge of the rim. You watch 

as the ball drops through the inside diameter of the basket 

scoring your friend’s team the winning three points. The 

crowd around you goes wild, and you slow down enough to 

realize that you were just as caught up in the moment as 

everyone around you. Your heart was beating just as quickly 
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and you anticipated victory. In all of this, you discover that 

basketball is not so bad of a game. In fact, you tell your friend 

that you would like to attend the next game, whenever it might 

be. 

 Conversion, in the aspect of religion, seems to be a 

much similar idea. It can be described as highly subjective and 

“most commonly understood to be a dramatic religious 

experience.”1 Conversion, as it is more commonly understood, 

involves not only a dramatic religious experience, but also a 

dramatic, instantaneous change in one’s religious affiliation 

and life philosophy. Because these popular expectations exist, 

we also expect those we ‘witness to’ to have a dramatic 

encounter with God and to immediately decide that the 

Christian life is the life for them. One more result might be 

that we expect to have a deeply ‘spiritual’ experience each 

time we encounter God. The fact that conversion is subjective 

insists that religion, specifically Christianity, is centered on 

the idea of personal experience. 

 As Robert Ferm explores Schleiermacher’s rebuttal to 

Kant’s anti-experiential musings, he states,  

 

 

��������������������������������������������������������
��Gillespie 1991, 3-4 

�
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 “A theology and a religious experience based 

upon content are far more vulnerable to attack than a 

religion that takes refuge in feeling. The universality of 

religious feeling provides a remarkable defense, and 

one can talk freely of experience. Talk of content, 

however, immediately begets criticism, and for fear of 

having religion destroyed because of its content, it is 

convenient to take refuge in a superrational type of 

mystical experience.”
2
 

  

 In other words, the concept that religious conversion 

relies on the subjective nature of one’s feelings is appealing 

because no one can truly argue against one’s personal 

experiences. While philosophers like Kant would disagree, 

those like Schleiermacher would promote the value of 

personal experience.
3
 

 The experiential aspect of conversion is what has 

become popular in twenty-first century American religious 

circles. Experience is what we yearn for because experience 

takes place on a subjective, individual level. The American 

ideal is itself subjective and individual, and therefore largely 

experience based. Why is it that we need the ostentatious 

religious services that tend to draw people in to see any 

numerical growth in God’s kingdom? Why is it that touching 

stories seem to impact people, at least apparently, more than 

��������������������������������������������������������
��Ferm, 1959, 109�
�������
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the living and breathing Word of God? We thrive for religious 

experience, if we are willing to attend at all to the idea of 

religion. 

 I was recently driving with two friends from Shawnee, 

Oklahoma to Oklahoma City, Oklahoma so that we could have 

them fitted for tuxes. As we were talking, conversation, as it 

often does, turned its attention toward what Jesus Christ was 

doing in our lives. One of the friends, named Andrew, 

commented, “This may sound bad, but I have to admit that I 

have never really been moved to tears.” We began to discuss 

whether or not it was actually necessary for someone to be 

moved to or overwhelmed with a feeling in order to turn to 

Jesus Christ. Do our religious experiential expectations really 

have any validity whatsoever when it comes to having a 

relationship with Christ? 

 William James, in response to a story about one man’s 

emotional religious conversion, writes: 

 “Things hot and vital to us to-day are cold to-
morrow. It is as if seen from the hot parts of the field 
that the other parts appear to us, and from these hot 
parts personal desire and volition make their sallies. 
They are in short the centres of our dynamic energy, 
whereas the cold parts leave us indifferent and passive 
in proportion to their coldness.”4 

 

��������������������������������������������������������
��James, 1903, 195�
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 There is no doubt that people’s emotions change 

constantly. If we are to base religious conversion on those 

subjective experiences and emotions, then we also must say 

that, while alive, we Christians are constantly de-converting 

and then converting back again to Christianity because of the 

way we feel. 

 Referring now to the living, encouraging and 

convicting Word of God, there are very few references to 

conversion, as it is commonly understood. 

 “Make the heart of this people fat, and make 
their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with 
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand 
with their heart, and convert, and be healed” (Isaiah 
6:10 KJV). 
 
 “Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, 
and one convert him; let him know, that he which 
converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall 
save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of 
sins” (James 5:19-20 KJV). 
 
 “And being brought on their way by the church, 
they passed through Phenice and Samaria declaring the 
conversion of the Gentiles: and they caused great joy 
unto all the brethren” (Acts 15:3 KJV). 

 

 Despite the difficulty of the above passages, 

specifically Isaiah 6:10, and the more popular view of the 

word “convert” within this world, we can see that conversion 

does refer to a turning.  
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In fact, some translations actually use the word “turn”. 

The difference between the Biblical use of the word 

conversion and what conversion has become, is the absence of 

the idea that conversion relies on experience and the fact that 

it applies to believers just as much as it does to unbelievers. 

 How does the Biblical idea of conversion apply to 

unbelievers? 

 But some men came down from Judea and were 

teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according 

to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” And after Paul 

and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, 

Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to 

go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this 

question. So, being sent on their way by the church, they 

passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in 

detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to 

all the brothers. When they came to Jerusalem, they were 

welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders, and 

they declared all that God had done with them. But some 

believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up 

and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to order them 

to keep the law of Moses.” 

- Acts 15:1-5 ESV 

As Paul, Barnabas, and the others with them were 

telling both the Phoenicians and the Samarians of the gentile 

“conversions” that had been taking place as they passed 

through those perspective countries on their way to Jerusalem 

to meet with the council, those who had already turned to 

Christ rejoiced. Conversion, in this sense, did not even equate 
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to the turning from one religion to another. This was drawn 

out, to a much greater degree, as Paul met with the Jerusalem 

council, specifically in verse nineteen, “Therefore my 

judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles 

who turn to God…” (Peter). Peter then elaborated on the fact 

that, even though Gentiles should not be burdened with 

circumcision, they should be expected to act according to the 

moral character that God has always required. 

Biblically speaking, conversion is not as subjective and 

experience based as we have made it. Conversion is not even 

religious, as we have come to view it.  Instead, conversion for 

those who do not already believe is simply a decision made by 

one to believe. Conversion seems not to lie in the immediate 

transition in one’s religion or denomination. It seems not to 

depend on the subjective nature of experience or feeling. 

Conversion is a cognitive, rational choice made by one 

individual to believe in God and to turn to God in what is 

deemed by God as moral action. It must be understood that 

moral action is not equivalent to religious ritual. Whereas 

circumcision was the outward religious ritual of the Jews, 

right moral action is the inward law written on every heart. 

What of Jesus Christ? Is it not necessary to believe in 

Jesus Christ in order that one might experience conversion? 

Keep this in mind. It is impossible for any one person to 
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believe in God without believing God’s action. Christ’s 

sacrifice on a Roman cross was, and is, the pinnacle of God’s 

redemptive action toward humanity. Without the cross, there 

is no salvation because we cannot satisfy God’s wrath in our 

imperfection. Without salvation, we could not believe in God. 

If we could not believe in God, then conversion would not be 

possible. Believing in God is believing in Jesus Christ, and 

believing in Jesus Christ is believing in God. They are one 

(John 10:30). However, simply believing that God exists does 

not equate to believing in His redemptive work through Jesus 

Christ. Jesus Christ is the only name by which men can be 

saved.5 

Consider this. A man you meet, who has never given 

time to think about his eternity, begins a conversation about 

the hypocrite ridden Christian church. Not knowing that you 

belong to such an organization, he goes on about how the 

people within that community tend to think that they are better 

than everyone else because they are perfect. He accuses them 

of being irrational and out of touch with reality. 

After he finishes his rant, you begin to explain that 

church is made up of imperfect people who know that they 

need to put their trust in something greater than themselves. 

You point out the fact that people do not go to church because 

��������������������������������������������������������
��Acts 4:10-12�
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they are perfect, or somehow more holy than everyone else. 

People go to church because they see problems with their own 

lives that need to be fixed. After explaining this aspect of 

God’s church, you then proceed to ask whether or not your 

new acquaintance has any imperfections. 

“Of course,” he or she replies, “no one is perfect.” You 

then begin to explain why, according to God’s Word, which 

you hold to be true and infallible, humanity is in a state of 

imperfection. We once lived in perfect companionship with 

God. That is, until humanity chose to deny God and live 

according to self. That is why we can’t be perfect: because we 

do not rely on a perfect God. The church is full of people who 

realize this imperfection and choose to once again rely on 

God. Even though we cannot cure that imperfection 

completely here on Earth, we hope to one day be cured of that 

imperfection when these earthly bodies die. 

“Oh, I see,” proclaims the man or women whose 

cynicism is withering into mere skepticism, “Perhaps this is 

something I need to explore.” 

Suppose now that he or she attends church with you 

and hears the Gospel of Jesus Christ as it is presented. Coming 

to at least a small understanding of why we need Jesus, and 

being convicted by God’s Holy Spirit, your new friend decides 

that he or she need to recognize Jesus as the Lord of his or her 
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life. Your friend decides to stop relying on self and start 

relying on a holy God. This is the moment of conversion, or 

the cognitive change of ideologies. Instead of being the center 

of one’s own life, he or she chooses to proclaim God the 

center of his or her life. 

What is conversion for the believer? 

 

My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the 
truth and someone brings him back, let him know that 

whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his 
soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

- James 5:19-20 ESV 

 Though this portion of scripture does not directly refer 

to “conversion”, at least in this particular translation, it does 

speak to the notion of a Biblical conversion. Conversion, for 

the believer, requires a turning back to God. If any one person 

is able to sin, even after trusting in Jesus Christ, he or she can 

still begin to trust or rely on self. To then return to God after 

such an action is conversion. We normally do not think of 

conversion as being for people who already believe in, and 

have trusted in God. 

 I do not believe that people who have truly trusted in 

God can lose the salvation that God has given them. Even so, 

included in James’ words is the idea that by bringing ones 

brother back to God, we can save his soul from death. 
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 During a three-year denial of God’s work in my life, 

after I had given my heart and my mind to Jesus Christ, I felt 

horrible about who I was. Everything seemed to go wrong, 

and I generally felt as if I was being punished constantly. 

Though I never seriously considered suicide, I would describe 

my life at that point as Hell on Earth. If someone were to pull 

me back to God, as many people did try, they would have 

saved my soul from that Hell on Earth and kept me from 

committing the multitude of sins that I did while I lived life 

apart from God. I was living according to death, and in doing 

so experience death because I separated myself from the God 

of life. I had a need, not to receive salvation again, but to 

convert my mind, or return the foundation of my thought to 

God, once again. I needed to repent. 

 So, conversion, to put it simply, is change. It is a 

conscious, thoughtful change that alters one’s outlook on life 

because it changes the base of one’s thinking. Conversion 

takes place at one point in time, and is not subject to feelings 

or experience, though some wish to subject it to such. 

 I want to be very careful not to sound, or look, as if I 

place no value on experience or feeling. I do believe that both 

experience and feeling have their place in the Christian life. 

However, I do not believe that they should be the focus or the 

dependence of our lives. Why would God grant us the ability 
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to feel and to have subjective experience if He did not intend 

for us to use that ability in some way? I am convinced that He 

would not. I am also convinced that relying on that ability 

would be detrimental to our lives in Christ. Sadly, many 

Christians do rely on the subjective nature of feelings and 

experience rather than relying on the consistent nature of our 

God. 

 What then do we say? Conversion is a critical point in 

the life of every believer, whether he or she is turning to God 

for the first time or returning to God after falling away. We do 

not convert to Christianity or to the Baptist, Methodist or any 

other denomination. We convert from self to God. Conversion 

in itself is not an end, and we must be very careful not to see it 

as an end. Conversion is the means to an end, or rather, a 

beginning. 
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What is Transformation? 
 

 That beginning is a life under the guidance and 

direction of the Holy Spirit, whom each believer receives as a 

result of Jesus’ sacrifice. What might this mean for the apostle 

Paul? He was a Jew before he met Jesus on the Damascus 

Road, and he was a Jew after. Everything he did, he did for 

God both before and after he met Jesus. If we are going to 

define conversion as the moment when each believer turns 

from self to God, then we must realize that Paul did not 

experience conversion on the Damascus Road. He experienced 

the ongoing transformation that should define the life of every 

believer.  

 While reading through the work of A. W. Tozer, I saw 

one way that it might be described: 

 “That a saving work must first be done in the 
heart is taken for granted here. The spiritual faculties 
of the unregenerate man lie asleep in his nature, 
unused, and for every purpose dead. That is the stroke 
which has fallen upon us by sin. They may be 
quickened to active life again by the operation of the 
Holy Spirit in regeneration. That is one of the 
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immeasurable benefits which comes to us through 
Christ’s atoning work on the cross.”6 

 

 We can refer to this initial spiritual awakening as 

conversion, and then we can see the active use of these 

spiritual faculties in our own transformation by God. Whether 

we are shifting our focus to God for the very first time or 

returning to a God who loves us, we then begin, or resume, the 

lifelong process of growing in our relationship with God. True 

conversion, or shifting the foundation of one’s own thought to 

God, is only possible through Christ’s atoning work on the 

cross. We can know that growing in our relationship with God 

is only possible after that conversion. In fact, we could say 

that conversion naturally brings about a process of lifelong 

transformation that we should experience in our own 

perspective relationships with God. If there is no 

transformation, it is much too likely that we have either never 

known God or are in need of another spiritual awakening.  

Considering this, it should be understood that one of 

the marks of a true Christian, or person in relationship with 

Christ, is unending transformation in both the heart and mind. 

After all, we must always remember Paul’s words in his letter 

to the believers in Philippi as he describes his own spiritual 

��������������������������������������������������������
��Tozer, 2007, 49�
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pursuit, “Not that I have already attained this (the resurrection 

from the dead) or am already perfect, but I press on to make it 

my own, because Christ Jesus has made me His own.”7 

 Though Paul experienced one of the closest 

relationships with God in human history, he recognized that he 

had not yet arrived and, because he had not yet arrived, he 

pressed on to make the resurrection from the dead his own. In 

the same way, no human person living at this present time has 

arrived, so to speak. We are undergoing constant 

transformation. We are being shaped for God’s glory. 

 In essence, our spiritual faculties, as Tozer puts it, 

“grow sharper and more sure…”8 If transformation were not 

pertinent to the Christian life, there would be no need for the 

spiritually mature to record their wisdom for the following 

generations. Those who write and preach do so to glorify God 

through both the spreading of the Gospel and the spiritual 

maturing of the entire Church. We are good stewards of that 

wisdom when we read and listen. In fact, God has provided 

teachers for us so that we can be transformed through the 

wisdom that He has given to them. We are good stewards 

when we utilize those resources in our personal spiritual 

��������������������������������������������������������
��Philippians 3:12 ESV�
��Tozer, 2007�����
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maturity under Christ, and by refusing those resources we also 

refuse an opportunity to be transformed by the power of God.  

While it is a different subject entirely, I do feel a need 

to specify that there is an obvious need for discernment as we 

search through these resources. We must always compare 

what we read to God’s Word, which is the written standard for 

truth: not because it simply claims to be truth but because 

every aspect of it has proven to be true for the last 3500 years. 

This idea of transformation can also be seen 

throughout the life of St. Augustine, at least in the hotly 

debated topic of his conversion. 

“Some scholars have suggested, accordingly, 

that it was to philosophy that he was really converted; 

the narrative of the Confessions is coloured by a fuller 

acquaintance with Scripture and with Church life that 

was only acquired over the next few years.”
9
 

 

It only makes sense that Augustine’s apparent fuller 

acquaintance with Scripture and Church came as he 

progressed in maturity. It would be naïve to think that 

conversion is the goal. Conversion is not the goal. Conversion 

simply enables us to be transformed by God, so that we may 

gain a full, unhindered relationship with our Lord. That is the 

goal. 

��������������������������������������������������������
��Stead, 1994, 222�
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We should take a look at the apostle Paul’s 

transformation: 

But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the 
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for 
letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any 
belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them 
bound to Jerusalem. Now as he went on his way he 
approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. And falling to the ground he heard a voice 
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” And 
he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting. But rise and enter the city, and you 
will be told what you are to do.” The men who were traveling 
with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no 
one. Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were 
opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and 
brought him into Damascus. And for three days he was 
without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

- Acts 9:1-9 ESV 

Paul, even in persecuting the Christian movement, did 

everything that he did for God, whom he followed to the 

fullest extent. At one moment in his life, Paul must have 

decided to pursue God and hold nothing back. Why else would 

he be so adamant in his dealings with the Christian people? 

Paul was taught that the way to please God was to keep the 

full extent of the Hebrew law, and as far as we know he kept 

that law more strictly than anyone else at the time, and with 

pure motive. The moment at which Paul chose to pursue God 

was his moment of conversion, even though he was later 

wrong in how he dealt with the Christian people. 
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Since Paul was seeking God unreservedly even before 

he became a Christian, he was available to be transformed by 

God. I am convinced that every Jew who genuinely sought 

God was affected by the same type of transformation. God 

revealed Himself to Paul and will reveal Himself to those who 

genuinely seek Him. This presents an interesting challenge to 

the life of the believer. Though God’s constant revelation is 

comforting, it also constantly challenges us to become more 

mature in our relationship with God. In a sense, God pushes us 

every time He reveals Himself to us. 

Paul could have decided not to proclaim the name of 

Jesus Christ. He could have decided to continue his violent 

persecution of the developing Christian Church in God’s 

name, and in doing so kept his allegiance to the Pharisees and 

his position of respect among ritualistic Jews. Paul could have 

chosen not to accept the transformation that God was offering, 

and in doing so fall back into the anthropocentric mindset that 

all people accrue before conversion; but he did not. 

Instead he took the chance to be transformed and 

gained a greater place in God’s ever-evolving work on this 

earth. When we choose to take advantage of the 

transformation that God offers, instead of thinking we are 

always right or that we are above growth, we too gain a 

greater position in God’s ever-evolving work on the earth that 
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we inhabit. Transformation allows us to be more mature, to 

grow closer to our God, and to have a greater impact on 

society around us in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Dallas Willard writes of spiritual transformation in this 

way: 

“Without the gentle though rigorous process of 
inner transformation, initiated and sustained by the 
graceful presence of God in our world and in our soul, 
the change of personality and life clearly announced 
and spelled out in the Bible, and explained and 
illustrated throughout Christian history, is 
impossible.”10 
 

One word stands out to me: impossible. Without the 

presence of God, spiritual transformation is impossible. 

Transformation is initiated and sustained by God. In the 

Christian life, transformation begins at conversion and 

continues at the least until these earthly bodies we are trapped 

within return to the dust of the earth. Every interaction we 

have with our God is an opportunity we have to be 

transformed. It is an opportunity God gives us to leave His 

footprint in our lives, and in this world forever. Why do we 

continue to pass those opportunities by so that we can dabble 

with the false progress this world presents us with? God is in 

the business of transformation. We should be also. 

��������������������������������������������������������
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What is the Problem? 
 

 So, what exactly is the problem? I could define the 

problem with one word, anthropocentrism or human-

centeredness. The very first step in successful discipleship is 

simply the realization that the universe and all of its grandeur 

does not revolve around humanity. Sadly, postmodern, 

individualistic, twenty-first century American churches have 

bought into the idea that Christianity revolves around the 

individual, that Christ works for man and that God somehow 

needs our worship. If there is one thing that I have learned in 

my religious pursuit thus far, it is that we simply cannot lift 

God up. Instead, He holds us up and keeps us from 

destruction. 

 Twenty first century Christians, at least in America, 

have reverted to defining salvation as taking place the moment 

someone decides to turn his or her life over to God. Salvation, 

in a sense, has come to simply mean conversion. Conversion 

is no doubt a part of salvation. Did Jesus not tell the sinful 

woman who washed His feet as he reclined with Simon the 

Pharisee, “Your faith has saved you” (Luke 7:50)? Did He not 

speak of salvation in the past tense? We do the scriptures a 

great injustice, though, when we, in our limited understanding, 

reduce salvation to conversion alone. Jesus also said, “…the 



It’s an Every Day Thing 

30 

one who endures to the end will be saved.”11 Salvation, 

according to Christ, was both a past event and a future goal. 

 If we have given our lives over to Jesus Christ we are 

saved, but we are also being saved. Salvation includes both the 

conversion and the transformation of the individual as a 

member of a community. The way that we have popularly 

defined salvation manifests itself in the manner with which we 

choose to treat discipleship. When it comes to investing in 

someone else’s spiritual growth, we have a culturally 

conditioned tendency to hit it and quit it. We act as if it is 

enough to simply bring someone to a point that they are ready 

to give their lives to Jesus Christ. After they have done so, we 

leave them to grow spiritually on their own. 

 What would it be like if you turned in your job 

application or resume to a company that you wanted to work 

for, and after the interviewing process you are accepted for the 

available position. Even though you are accepted for the 

position, you are not told when to show up to work. You are 

not given a company policy or instruction on how the 

company prefers you to do your work. 

 Sadly, this is how many of us view salvation. We work 

to recruit an individual into God’s army, but after he or she 

signs on, we fail to plug them into the church body where they 

��������������������������������������������������������
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can serve. We do not continue to help them to develop in their 

spiritual walk with Jesus Christ or give them instruction on 

how to replicate God’s work on this earth. An assumption that 

has been made by a vast majority within the Christian 

community is that making disciples is equivalent to making 

converts. It only requires of us a brief moment to make a 

convert before we leave them to learn and develop on their 

own. It takes a lifetime to make a disciple. 

 

 Working together with Him (Jesus), then, we appeal to 
you not to receive the grace of God in vain. For He says, “In a 
favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I 
have helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation. We put no obstacle in anyone’s 
way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as 

servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great 
endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, 

imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by 
purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, 

genuine love; by truthful speech, and the power of God; with 
the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the 
left; through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. 
We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and 
yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, 

and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, 
yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing 
everything.” 

- 2 Corinthians 6:1-10 ESV 
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Already, not yet 

Notice the amazing nature of the above passage. Paul 

speaks of salvation as if it has already happened and as if it is 

constantly taking place. Through the idea of constant 

salvation, the believers in Corinth were encouraged not to use 

the grace that they had received from God in vain.  Paul 

quotes from Isaiah (49:8) as Isaiah is speaking God’s word to 

Israel’s restoration, “In a time of favor I have answered you; 

in a day of salvation I have helped you…” Just as Israel was 

restored to God in the day of Isaiah, the death and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ allowed for God’s people to truly be returned 

to Him. “Today is the day of salvation.” 

Now, as God’s servants taking part in the constant 

salvation that He has to offer, we commend ourselves to 

endure all things in the name of Jesus Christ: in afflictions, 

hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, 

sleepless nights and hunger. We commit to overcoming these 

distresses by practicing purity, gaining knowledge, being 

patient, conveying kindness and, most of all, by depending on 

the Holy Spirit within us. We love and speak the truth by the 

very power of God. We overpower these hardships with the 

weapons of righteousness that God chooses to endow upon us; 
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the sword (God’s Word) for our right hand and the shield 

(faith) for our left.12 

 

Starting on a pure foundation 

American Christians, in this post-modern era, like to 

talk about the goodness of God’s grace and the prosperity of 

those who ask Jesus into their hearts. We, first of all, fail to 

even mention the many hardships that come along with 

genuine faith. In our misrepresentation, we open the door for 

misunderstanding. We set our new brothers and sisters up for 

failure because they enter into what they think are 

relationships with God that is based on themselves, or the 

human individual. The striking and understated reality of the 

matter is this: God does not work for us; we work for Him. 

God is the author and the perfecter of the faith that He has 

entrusted to us.13 

This means that we are not simply asking Jesus into 

our heart. We are literally asking Him to be the King of our 

lives. We are pledging our allegiance to God, even over the 

earthly government to whom our worldly allegiance is 

pledged. We follow our King no matter how much persecution 

we are forced to endure or how many hardships avail in our 
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lives. So, for the most part, we fail to provide newly adopted 

children of God with a proper informational foundation. 

We must also recognize that when we endure all of 

these things, we, the Christian people, endure these things in 

the name of Christ. Each and every believer endures the 

hardships that come with following Christ in Christ’s name 

and not one outside of that name. Since every one person 

endures those hardships in the name of Jesus Christ, we live 

through those hardships together in one name: as a 

community. After all, we are all the singular body of Christ in 

this world.14 

 

Communal living 

We misrepresent God’s gospel when we so proudly 

declare that God saves the individual person to Himself and 

has a plan for each individual person. I do believe that the 

individual, personal aspect of our relationship with God is 

important, but I do not believe that we should ever divorce the 

communal aspect of our relationship with God from the 

overall equation. For there only to be an individual aspect of 

this relationship again places the attention of the relationship 

on the human being. The only object of our affection is, or 

should be, God. The only way that this is possible is in 

��������������������������������������������������������
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community. We live together. We work together. We share 

God’s gospel together. We worship together. We overcome 

this world’s many problems together. We are all in one Christ. 

We walk in unity toward the one object of our affection: God. 

The state of individualism in a twenty-first century 

American context, is an obvious state of self worth. We 

receive this constant message, “Do what is best for you.” We 

are told to create goals for ourselves and to pursue those goals 

unreservedly, overcoming all opposition. We want status. The 

devastating phenomenon is not that the world is individualistic 

in nature, but the fact that this individualistic philosophy has 

invaded the walls of the American Church, or has been there 

all along, and has hindered the way in which we even begin 

making disciples. 

I remember giving my life to Jesus Christ at the age of 

fifteen. Of course, at the time, my personal view of salvation 

was individualistic. Because of my own individualistic 

philosophy, I was only concerned with myself and how I 

related to God. After a detrimental relationship and a three-

year spiritual deficit, God took me to a place where I had no 

choice but to shift my attention from myself to Him. I began to 

write in January of 2010 for nothing other than the worship of 

God and the building up of other believers. In my experience, 

I can say quite confidently that living in a right relationship 
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with God results naturally in a focus on communal living. This 

is why those who are heavily indulged in American pop-

culture find it to be so grossly difficult to live according to the 

Christian lifestyle. This is why it is so difficult for so many 

American preachers and televangelists to truly benefit the 

body of Christ rather than work to be the next Billy Graham, 

Adrian Rodgers, Francis Chan, Tony Nolan, John Piper or 

N.T. Wright. I have nothing against these great men, but I 

disagree with a ministerial pursuit of fame, and I hope that 

these men of faith would agree. God gives each of us a place 

to serve within the body so that God may be glorified and the 

body as a whole might benefit, not so that individuals can be 

glorified as some “hero of the faith”. God is the hero of our 

faith. Our desire should be only to draw the attention of the 

people surrounding us to Him as that hero. 

 

Antinomianism 

Most Americans, I am almost certain, have heard this 

phrase: “Salvation is by faith alone.” This phrase, when 

misconstrued and made to fit our post-modern lifestyles, 

causes those who hear to believe that works are not as 

important as some make them out to be. In our churches today, 

especially among more contemporary congregations, there is a 

general aura of antinomianism. That is, the idea that since the 
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people of God are saved, there is no need for them to focus on 

good works or right moral behavior. Actions simply do not 

matter, according to antinomian philosophy, since we are 

saved only by faith.  

By only encouraging the portion of salvation 

previously referred to as conversion, we only sympathize, if 

not completely support, this type of thinking. Paul is 

unmistakably clear; salvation is past and present tense. We are 

called not only to conversion, but also to endurance. Without 

endurance, there is no true conversion. James, Jesus’ half-

brother, states it in this way: faith without works is dead.15 

Paul states that “we are treated as impostors, and yet 

are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and 

behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, 

yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 

nothing, yet possessing everything.”16 

We are literally called to live in the world that has so 

been corrupted by sin, yet, because of a present-tense 

salvation; we are to live apart from the corrupted world. 

Young Billy gave his heart to Jesus Christ in the 

summer of 2011. He decided at one moment that he would 

shift the foundation of his own thoughts toward God instead of 
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toward self. That was his conversion and the beginning point 

of his salvation. Billy did not change dramatically overnight, 

but did recognize something different about his attitude and 

his motives. Billy now continues to serve, as this is being 

written, the youth ministry at his church in the capacity of a 

student leader. He will be the first to admit that his life is far 

from perfect. He will also tell those he has the opportunity to 

minister to that the Christian life is not about being perfect but 

about pursuing perfection. It is about enduring the corruption 

in this dark world. It is about standing apart from corruption 

even though we are surrounded by it. How can we possibly 

return a dark world to God if we refuse to approach that dark 

world? Being a follower of Jesus Christ is about more than 

simply being secure. It is about being a soldier. 

Antinomianism is not always ostentatiously obvious in 

the life of the individual. In fact, with our growing emphasis 

on the authority of the individual in the Church we implicitly 

encourage the devastatingly minute sense of the philosophy. 

One’s choice to simply rely on Christ for their eternal security 

while not being willing to endure corruption is disastrous to 

the health of the Christian community. This exponentially 

popular philosophy results in what we might refer to as an 

anti-commitment lifestyle: especially as it relates to 

discipleship. While older generations were committed to 
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mentoring those younger and less mature in the faith than 

them, younger generations seem not to want to tie themselves 

down with work that does not render instant results. 

We are currently facing an epidemic, and have been 

throughout Church history, where many of our leaders and 

members long to see vast numbers of converts making 

individual professions to the Christian faith. Rarely do we 

spend the necessary time mentoring them within the 

community of believers. This negatively empowers most of 

our brothers and sisters in the faith to remain spiritual infants. 

They have the security, but we are not equipping them to be 

soldiers. Though we seemingly gain instant results, we fail to 

multiply those results because the new believer never matures 

enough to become the mentor for the next generation. We 

reach less people with the Gospel of Christ because we focus 

on reaching a greater number of people more quickly. 

 

The “we” factor 

 Dr. R. Bruce Carlton, the professor of cross-cultural 

ministry at Oklahoma Baptist University, stood to give one of 

his lectures in a class on evangelism, of which I was a part. As 

his lecture progressed, Dr. Carlton described the downfall of 

the clergy-laity competence gap; though he did not use the 

same terminology. Carlton stated that the American church 
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seems to be relying almost completely on the ministerial staff 

of the local church for one hundred percent of the members’ 

discipleship needs. In this respect, he stated, that protestants 

were no better than the Catholics before us. 

 Paul, though he receives most of the credit for his 

ministry, emphasized from the very start that ministry is a 

team effort, “Working together with Him, then, we appeal to 

you not to receive the grace of God in vain.” 

 The fact of the matter is this, no matter the 

denomination: clergy cannot cultivate, solely, the spiritual 

growth of the entire body that is needed. Every mature 

believer should be mentoring someone less mature in the faith. 

Ongoing discipleship is not an individual effort; it is the 

responsibility of the believing community under Jesus Christ. 

 Each of these problems, which result from the 

anthropocentric philosophies in twenty-first century America, 

contribute to the constant unfaithfulness of church members to 

the local church community, the lack of constant 

transgenerational discipleship and the failure to develop future 

Church leaders and planters. We have been entrusted with the 

faith that only God can give.17 We are failing to transfer that 

faith holistically to the generations coming after us. 
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 What is there to do about the trending phenomenon? 

Can we work against a system that has been developed over a 

span of time since the fall of man? I certainly hope so, for it is 

what we are commanded to do as a follower of Christ Jesus. 
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What is the Solution? 
 

 Especially in ancient Greece, geocentrism, or the 

thought that the earth was the center of the universe, 

dominated as an accurate model to represent not only the solar 

system, but also the universe as a whole. Though it had existed 

before his time, ��
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- Genesis 9:8-17 ESV 

 Not only does God establish a covenant with all flesh 

that inhabits the earth, but He also claims complete ownership 

of the covenant, “…I establish my covenant…” First and 

foremost, the covenant God established was conceived within 

the mind of God and made known to man. Second of all, God 

made this covenant with all flesh of the earth so that He might 

be glorified. 

 Consider this. During both the daytime and the 

nighttime, the sun provides humanity with light, with warmth 

and with the aesthetic beauty that God created. By the sun’s 

provision, we are able to enjoy afternoon strolls, we are able to 

work during the day, we are able to spend the night writing 

and we are able to develop technology that ultimately owes its 

existence to the energy of the sun. We are able to grow crops, 



Conversion vs. Transformation 

47 

raise livestock and enjoy the never-ending beauty of the moon. 

Even after all of this, the sun does not merely provide light 

and the capacity of nourishment to human beings; though it is 

all we tend to focus on. The sun provides the same light and 

nourishment to all that exist within its realm of influence. 

Thus, the sun draws attention to itself, not to those on whom it 

shines. 

 In the same way, God draws attention to Himself 

through His interactions with mankind and with all creation. 

We as human beings are not the only ones who receive a 

portion of God’s grace, therefore we are not the center of all 

that God does. This thought seems to devalue the idea that we 

are God’s prized creation, and, to a degree, seems to portray 

God as a selfish individual. Naturally, these are problems that 

must be overcome. 

 

Is God selfish? 
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Are we God’s prized creation? 

 Now, if God’s work is to the benefit of all creation and 

all creation, when acting naturally, praises God. Is it then 

possible that we are really God’s prized of all creation? To 

answer this, we must consider who the object of God’s love 

might be. 

 As we previously discussed, the object of God’s love is 

not God Himself. Because God’s creation naturally praises 

Him, God has no need to be selfish. This means that all of 

God’s work naturally benefits His creation. Therefore, the 

object of God’s love must be contained within His creation. 

 

 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell 
with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will 
be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things 
have passed away.” 

Revelation 21: 3-4 ESV 

 According to John, as he is exiled to the populated 

island of Patmos, God will live in perfection with His people. 

He will restore all of creation to the perfection it was created 
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in, which means (according to Genesis 1:26,27) God’s people 

will be restored fully to God’s image. So, even though all of 

God’s creation naturally praises Him and is under God’s 

covenant with Noah, God’s affection belongs solely to 

mankind. He cares for all of His creation and His work 

benefits all of His creation, but His love belongs to Humanity; 

and humanity is the only part of God’s creation that has the 

privilege of receiving God’s redemptive love. 

 Francis Chan writes it this way from his own personal 

experience: 

“Now hat I’ve had time to think about it. I 
would tell that student that if God is truly the greatest 
good on this earth, would He be loving us if He didn’t 
draw us toward what is best for us (even if that 
happens to be Himself)? Doesn’t His courting, luring, 
pushing, calling, and even “threatening” demonstrate 
His love? If He didn’t do all of that, wouldn’t we 
accuse Him of being unloving in the end, when all 
things are revealed?”24 

 

 God’s love for humanity seems to be what inspires 

every way in which God acts with His creation as a whole, 

even down to the initial creation of the universe. So, God’s 

love for humanity inspired His creation as a whole and 

continues to inspire all of God’s actions as we live today! The 

scope of God’s love and inspiration, in fact, is so great that 

��������������������������������������������������������
���Chan, 2008, 62�
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before anything existed, God loved us and created so that we 

would exist to receive that love. It also means that, even 

though we are the object of God’s redemptive love, that love 

is not subject to our behaviors and our ideas. God remains the 

center and we, if we choose to live according to our natural 

purpose, live to serve and praise God because it is His love for 

us that caused Him to create in the beginning. 

 

The solution 

 The solution, to the problem of anthropocentrism and 

to the programmatic discipleship we have grown so 

accustomed to, lies within a return to true discipleship. We 

must not redefine the goal of discipleship. We should not work 

to create a revolutionary new program. It is not even important 

that we add to the aesthetically pleasing nature of the 

postmodern, concert-style church auditorium. We must 

genuinely return to discipleship: not only as it was with Jesus 

and His disciples, but as it was when the Spirit of God taught 

Cain that he must rule over sin.25 Billy Graham once said that 

it was his goal to take the Gospel back 2,000 years, or to the 

time of Jesus Christ’s public ministry. Our goal should be to 

take the Gospel back much further than that. 

��������������������������������������������������������
���Genesis 4:7�



It’s an Every Day Thing 

58 

 We must deny our individualism within the body of 

Christ. All believers are to work as one body under the 

Kingship of Jesus Christ. We must disciple one another, both 

giving and receiving knowledge. We must be willing to invest 

our time. We have heard that discipleship is life-on-life. It 

takes more than a Sunday morning and a Wednesday 

afternoon to produce adequate members of the Church body 

and to become capable members of the Church body. It is an 

every day thing. We live and breathe as a community. I think, 

possibly, that one of the greatest things we could do for the 

Kingdom of God is to eliminate our discipleship programs and 

return to a complete lifestyle of one-on-one discipleship. In 

order for discipleship to work within our churches, we must 

forsake the hit it and quit it mentality of discipleship. 



 
 
 
 

Making Disciples, 
Transforming Lives 

Too many times we hang our heads and treat 
discipleship as a burden to the lives we want to live. 
There is no general excitement, but what we must 
realize is that we have an amazing opportunity before 
us: that is the opportunity to transform lives; or rather, 
to allow God to use us to transform lives. 
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GOspel 
  

 When considering true discipleship, the very first 

concept to take in is that it begins with the Gospel. Without 

the Gospel, there is no discipleship, and if the Gospel is not 

properly understood, it becomes difficult to understand many 

other things about the faith and to develop a consistent model 

of theology within the individual and within the community of 

believers as a whole. 

 What exactly is the Gospel? Is it simply the story of 

the sacrifice that Jesus Christ bore on the Roman cross two 

thousand years ago? Is it simply the power of God shown 

through the resurrection of our Lord?  

 I remember talking with my mother, during the course 

of writing this book. She began to describe a situation in 

which I did something to earn her punishment. We could not 

remember what it was that I did, but we did remember that I 

needed to apologize to the person I wronged. Even though I 

was only five or six, I was apparently full of pride and refused 

to apologize. My mother began to count, as many parents do, 

and for each new number I earned another spanking. One, two, 

three, and so on. My mother reached either the number twelve 

or the number thirteen before I would apologize. Yes, that 

means I earned myself thirteen spankings on this occasion. 
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 What my mother did, would make no sense if 

described out of context. It might sound something like this: 

When I was six years old, on one occasion, my mother 

spanked me thirteen times!” Such is the sacrifice of Jesus 

Christ when stated out of context. We say, “Christ died for 

you,” and leave our audience to wonder why Jesus died and 

why it is so important that we place our faith in such an 

individual. Thus, the Gospel encompasses much more than 

Jesus’ death and resurrection. Within its scope lies the entire 

redemptive history from creation to Christ, and what 

Christians can expect in their relationship with God in the 

present and in the future. 

 

Creation to Christ 

 The beginning of the Gospel, then, is not found in the 

person of Jesus Christ. Christ is the climax, both on Earth and 

in Heaven. For on Earth was His death, resurrection and His 

soon-to-be return; and in Heaven was His glorification and 

where He now reigns again at the right hand of the Father.1 

The Gospel begins with God’s creative work on this earth in 

the beginning. In fact, I would even argue that all scripture 

must be interpreted through the eyes of the creation account 

and through the eyes of Christ’s recorded life.  
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 Before even considering the creation account, 

however, we must realize that its purpose is not to tell us how 

creation came to be. Its purpose is not to disprove evolution or 

to determine the age of the earth. Its purpose is to reveal, at 

least in part, the nature and the workings of our God. Its 

purpose is to reveal the importance of God to man. It sets up 

the necessary aspects of nature in order that mankind survive 

and have purpose, then it reveals just how important it is for 

man to live in relationship with God. 

 

 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock 
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and female he created 
them. 

Genesis 1:26-27 ESV 

 Mankind was created by God and in God’s image. We 

were literally created to be the picture of God and to be like 

God. We were created to be God’s authority over the earth, 

and we were created to live as a community representing God. 

This is the purpose for humanity: to be the image of God. 

Before we can begin to accurately understand and convey the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, this is a fact that we must understand. 

 This is the starting point of the Gospel because it is the 

starting point of God’s redemptive history with mankind. Yes, 
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God’s redemptive history began before mankind seemingly 

needed redemption. Then, we work from this moment in 

creation through the life of our Lord, Jesus Christ. The goal is 

not to fill in every detail, but to explain the creation, fall and 

redemption of mankind. Here is an example of how one might 

describe both the creation and the fall: 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and 

the earth. After creating everything else, God created 

mankind in His image. He gave mankind one rule to 

follow: that is that they could not eat from the tree of 

the knowledge of good and evil. Over the course of 

time, mankind chose to eat from the forbidden tree, 

thus choosing to rebel against the God that created 

him. This rebellion hindered mankind from truly being 

the image of God that he was created to be: the image 

of perfection. Because mankind rebelled against God, 

he had to pay the price for treason against God, which 

is death. So mankind, by his own actions earned death. 

As of mankind’s initial rebellion, we are all now born 

into a world that has been completely corrupted by that 

rebellion. 

 

 This would be a good point within the story for the 

storyteller to share something personal in his or her own life, 
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before declaring Jesus Christ as his or her Lord, that affected 

him or her as a result of the fall.  

 It was because of the initial fall of humanity that my 

biological parents could not work out their problems. It was 

because of humanities fall in the Garden that I did not feel 

guilt or shame even though I was living apart from God. It was 

humanities initial fall that caused me to live in darkness, and 

the scariest part of that darkness is that I did not realize it until 

after God delivered me from it. The fall of man is why 

suffering and death exist in the world and why people with 

good intentions do evil things. It is the reason for mankind’s 

malicious nature and for the unrighteous pride that burns 

within the hearts of men. Still, there is good news for 

humanity. God created a way for all men to be restored to the 

image of God that they were created to be and has a plan to 

destroy all corruption and evil that currently rampages within 

God’s creation. 

Two thousand years ago, God sent His one and 

only Son, Jesus Christ, to live a perfect life and to pay 

the debt that we owed to God for mankind’s rebellion. 

Jesus Christ died in our place, and then was raised 

from the dead to rule over it. Now, because Jesus 

Christ satisfied the debt we owed to God, we have the 

opportunity to once again be the image of God that we 
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were created to be. We have an opportunity to fulfill 

the purpose that we were born with and to live an 

eternally satisfying life on the earth now, and in the 

presence of Christ forever! 

 

 These are the “nuts-and-bolts” of the Gospel: creation, 

fall and redemption. Just because everyone has a chance to 

once again be the image of God does not mean that everyone 

will. We must not stop at sharing the story of the creation, fall 

and redemption of mankind. We have an obligation to tell 

others what is required of them within the covenantal 

relationship that God desires. 

 

Paying for a free gift 

 According to Paul, the eternal life that we receive (on 

the earth and after this physical life ends) is a free gift from 

God. My dilemma is this. Why must we give our lives to 

Christ in order to receive this eternal satisfaction and this 

eternal life with the God who created us? It seems almost as if 

we must pay to once again be the image of God, but according 

to God, this is a free gift. 

 This, I believe, is where many believers buy into the 

idea of universal salvation. That is, every human being that 

has ever existed will be saved. If the free gift of God is eternal 
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life, then there is really no requirement from mankind because 

mankind cannot earn God’s salvation through Jesus Christ. 

This also seems to be where those who view God’s 

predestination as God’s act of choosing some for salvation, 

and those whom God chooses will not resist God’s calling, 

buy into what they believe. 

 I remember talking with my students about this issue 

on one occasion. Actually, a student who is not yet a member 

of our forever family asked, “If Jesus paid for all sin, wouldn’t 

everyone go to Heaven?” My answer was simple, but I do 

believe it conveys much of the truth behind this particular 

struggle within the Christian life: 

“Suppose you were at the grocery store, in line 
at the cash register with your favorite type of candy. 
You intend to purchase it and enjoy it on your way 
home. Now, I am standing in line ahead of you, and 
without you knowing, I pay for the item you are 
carrying. When you step up to pay for your candy, the 
clerk gives you the good news. Your candy has already 
been paid for! You then have the choice to either 
accept the gift, or to go ahead and pay for your own 
candy anyway.” 

 

 If the candy represents eternal life, then we are all 

standing in line trying to pay for our own. The only problem 

is, none of us have enough. It requires perfection and we are 

sinful people. According to Romans, chapter six and verse 

twenty-three, the wages of sin is death, not life. As a part of 
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God’s perfect plan, Jesus Christ paid the price for us to have 

this eternal life and all we must do is accept that gift.  

 What about the part where we must give up our lives? 

 

 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based 
on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall 

live by them. But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do 
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, 

to bring Christ down) or “’ Who will descend into the abyss?’” 
(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it 

say? “the word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you 
confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the 
mouth one confesses and is saved.” 

Romans 10:5-10 ESV 

 In order to receive salvation, or eternal life with Jesus 

Christ, we must confess with our mouth that He is Lord. This 

does not simply mean that we expect Him to save us from the 

fires of a place called Hell. It means that we actually submit to 

the authority of Jesus Christ as King, giving our lives to Him. 

This may seem like a great thing to ask for in order that we 

receive a free gift. Added to this is the fact that we must 

believe that God raised Jesus from the dead. Is God’s free gift 

to us truly a free gift? 

 Imagine, referring to the recent grocery store 

illustration, that you decided to accept my gift to you. You 
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politely tell the clerk, “Thank you,” and proceed home. By 

accepting the gift, you are acknowledging your belief that I 

had the means to pay for your candy. 

 In the same way, by accepting Jesus’ gift of eternal 

life, we automatically acknowledge our belief that He actually 

had the means to pay off our debt to God. We cannot accept a 

gift that we do not believe is available. By the way, in order to 

pay for eternal life, one must first overcome death. It is a 

requirement. So, by accepting Jesus’ gift to us, we state, 

through that acceptance, that we believe that God raised Jesus 

from the dead! “…for with the heart one believes and is 

justified…”2 

 In accepting my gift to you, you also submit to my 

provisional authority. You are allowing me to provide the 

payment for the candy that you had picked out. So, not only 

do you believe that I have the means to pay for your 

merchandise, but you also submit to my provision for you. 

 When we accept Jesus Christ’s gift to us, we 

automatically submit to His provisional authority. We 

acknowledge that He not only has the means to pay for the 

eternal life that we hope for, but that He also has authority and 

power now. So God’s free gift is exactly that, a free gift. We 
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no longer have to try and pay for our rebellion against God, 

but we do have the choice to try and pay for that if we wish. 

 This means two things for us as believers, and both 

have great significance when considering true discipleship. 

The first is this. Since Christ paid our debt to God, we are left 

still holding onto the life that was required of us for that debt. 

No longer do we have to use that to try and pay for our own 

rebellion against God. It would be like leaving the grocery 

store and realizing that you still have the dollar you were 

going to spend on the candy bar, only much greater and much 

more significant. The purpose for our lives is now complete, 

and we must now find another use for the life that we hold. 

Paul refers to the same idea in 2 Corinthians, chapter five and 

verse seventeen. If we are in Christ, or if we have accepted 

His gift, we are a new creation. The old has passed away and 

the new has come. It would not make sense to take the life that 

we have and not use it for a purpose, for that is why we have 

life. It is important, then, that we use the life we have to give 

thanks to Christ, or to praise Him on this earth and in eternity. 

It is also important that we hold the life we have up so that 

those who are still trying to pay their debt to God might turn 

and accept His free gift of life through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 When we begin discipling others, it is important for us 

to convey this idea and to train them in the newness of life; 



Making Disciples, Transforming Lives 

71 

teaching them what it means to worship God and what it 

means to live as a light in a dark world. This is part of what 

makes the Christian life an every day thing. 

The second is this. Jesus Christ provided eternal life 

for us by paying our debt to God. Why would we need to rely 

on ourselves for anything else ever again? After submitting to 

Christ’s authority for salvation, we then have a pretense for 

submitting to Christ’s authority in every arena of life. We rely 

on Him for our satisfaction. We rely on Him for our strength. 

We rely on Him for our sustenance, joy and even motivation 

or inspiration. God can provide all of those things. After 

experiencing God’s provisional authority for something like 

salvation, we grow discontent with our own ability to provide 

anything else we might need in life. Thus, we are left wanting 

more, and more of Jesus Christ. This creates a lifelong pursuit 

within us and a lifelong relationship with Jesus Christ. Failing 

to live according to that relationship causes us to quickly grow 

discontent with this life and with our Christianity. After 

starting the race, it is important for every person who has been 

bought with the blood of Jesus Christ to continue running and 

to continue making progress. Otherwise, we will never be 

satisfied. 
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So, God’s free gift requires that we accept it. By 

accepting it, our lives will be changed forever, on this earth 

and in eternity. 

 

Our redemptive present 

 I am perturbed by the tendency, within Christianity, to 

greatly emphasize our future arrival in a place called Heaven. 

We want so badly to look toward the future and to dream of 

what our future dwelling place will be like. Rarely, if ever, do 

we focus on the “here and now” of our faith. When taking part 

in a church-wide evangelism project, I am convinced that the 

number one question people ask is, “Would you like to go to 

Heaven?” or, “Would you like to live forever?” These are 

questions to which most people respond, “What does that have 

to do with my life now?” and rightly so! One of our main 

goals, within evangelism and discipleship alike, should be to 

reveal how the Gospel, which is the foundation of discipleship 

and the backbone of evangelism, is relevant to the lives of 

men and women here and now. 

 

 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to 
the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to 

the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through 
Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 



Making Disciples, Transforming Lives 

73 

reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world 

to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 

entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore we 

are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For 

our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 

him we might become the righteousness of God. 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 ESV 

 Notice the present tense of Paul’s ongoing argument. 

We are currently a new creation! We currently live in 

relationship with Christ! We are currently entrusted with 

God’s ministry: the ministry of reconciliation! We are 

currently entrusted with the message of reconciliation: that is 

the Gospel! Considering all of this, we are currently 

ambassadors for Jesus Christ! We have a present life in Christ. 

We have a present purpose in Christ. We have a present 

position in Christ. The Gospel is just as much for the “here 

and now” as it is for our future existence. 

 I am convinced, however, that when it comes to where 

our focus should be, it is on the present tense. Though we may 

allude to the past or celebrate our future existence, it is 

important that we live and serve today, for today is where we 

find ourselves living. Today is where we will find and be able 

to convey the relevance of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, both to 

those in a lost world and to those who are earnestly seeking 

after God. 
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Our redemptive future 

 I state this not to denounce the importance of our 

future existence in Jesus Christ, for God will restore creation 

to its original splendor, and will live with mankind as He did 

in the beginning. Actually, in an even greater way than He did 

in the beginning, because of His redemptive work. Our God is 

the only individual who can take something that was perfect, 

and make it even greater! 

 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no 
more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice form the throne saying, 
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell 
with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will 
be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, not crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things 
have passed away.” 

Revelation 21:1-4 ESV 

 It amazes me that all of the work God is doing through 

us in the present tense is the means to God being with His 

people, on the earth, in eternity; just as it was in the Garden of 

Eden. 

 So, from the creation of the world to the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, along with our redemptive present 

and future, we can begin the process of truly making disciples. 
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These, after all, are the philosophies that unite Christians 

across denominational lines, and should be at the foundation 

of all education within God’s Church. 

 

Missions complex 

 In March of 1873, while preaching, Charles Spurgeon 

made this comment, “Every Christian here is either a 

missionary or an impostor. Recollect that. You either try to 

spread abroad the kingdom of Christ, or else you do not love 

Him at all.”3 

 Normally, when we think about going and sharing the 

Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we think of it in a strictly 

foreign missions context. We wait until we go with the 

intention to share the Gospel before we even think about 

sharing it. That is precisely the problem, is it not? Are we not 

to always be missions minded, even when carrying out our 

daily routines? If we are truly ambassadors for Christ, then we 

are ambassadors at every moment, not just when we choose to 

be. This being the case, we should always have the intention to 

share the Gospel of Christ. Missions do not just exist as we go 

to other nations, missions exist as we live our lives in this 

world to which we are aliens. Just what does this thought have 

to do with discipleship? 
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 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 

mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And when they 

saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. And Jesus 

came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to 

the end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:16-20 ESV 

 As we see in this Great Commission, evangelism, as 

we view it today, was not the command that Christ gave His 

disciples. It was discipleship. Our life is the mission duration. 

Everywhere we are, are also the people we are to reach. We 

are not to make converts, but disciples. We were commanded 

to “GO… and make disciples”. This is in the present tense. If 

we are not going, then we are not doing what we are called to 

do as the body of Christ. If we are not constantly making 

disciples, instead of simply making converts, we are not doing 

what we were commanded to do as the people of God.

4

 

 So, then, according to Jesus Christ, both by example 

and by speech, we do have an absolute duty toward missions 

and missions are discipleship, and discipleship is a mission. 

Missions are not temporary, and we are to make disciples as 

we go. 
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 This means that, no matter where we are, we are there 

with the intention to represent our God. We go to the grocery 

store to first represent our God and then to buy groceries. We 

visit a friend’s house to first represent God and then to spend 

time with that friend. We attend school to first represent God 

and then to gain a greater education. In representing God, we 

disciple everyone we meet and allow ourselves to be discipled 

by those we meet. 

 Discipleship begins with the Gospel. 
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Of All Nations 
 

 To say that missions take place as we go is not to 

downplay the importance of foreign missions, or going 

somewhere new for the sole purpose of discipling others in the 

faith. In fact, having a greater view of home missions and of 

discipleship enhance our view of missions abroad. If our 

purpose everyday, in working for our Lord, is already to make 

disciples, how much more will that be our goal when 

organizing or taking part in missions, as it is popularly viewed 

today? 

 Foreign missions are actually a large part of making 

disciples. Jesus Christ did command, “Go therefore, and make 

disciples of all nations.”5 So, missions, wherefore our goal is 

to produce disciples, begin at home and then are carried 

outward from there: first to our own nation and then to others. 

 

Making disciples in other nations 

 This type of mission work creates for us a unique 

challenge. How is it that we can make disciples in a nation we 

are only visiting? Consider the fact that making disciples 

requires a great amount of time and a close relationship. Is it 
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possible to do the work of discipleship, as Jesus commands, 

on a foreign mission field, or even with people in our own 

cities that we may not see but once? 

 

 And he called the twelve and began to send them out 
two by two, and gave them authority over unclean spirits. He 
charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff- 
no bread, no bag, no money in their belts- but to wear sandals 
and not put on two tunics. And he said to them, “Whenever 
you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. And 
if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to 
you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as 
a testimony against them.” So they went out and proclaimed 
that people should repent. And they cast out many demons and 
anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them. 

Mark 6:7-13 ESV 

 Here we see Jesus actually sending His disciples out to 

do what we would call mission work. They went out two by 

two so that they could meet people who would otherwise not 

hear the Gospel and tell them that they needed to repent to 

God. They were charged to take nothing with them, other than 

their sandals, the cloak on their back and a staff. They were 

given authority to drive out demons and to heal sick people, 

not so they were noticed but so that they could benefit others 

and provide for them. So they went, sharing the Gospel and 

challenging people to repent. 

 Jesus’ disciples had contact with these people for a 

short period of time, and as a result, were not able to see the 
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life change that might take place in a long-term discipling 

relationship. Nonetheless, Christ thought it important that 

these connections be made. How is it that these connections 

can play into discipleship, since discipleship is our main goal? 

 Consider this scenario, as this is how Jesus’ disciples 

might have worked. If we are going from door to door sharing 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ, either locally or abroad, and 

someone opens the door, how is it that we might start a 

conversation? Should we begin with, “You need to repent, or 

you are going to Hell?” or, “Hi. My name is Andrew and I am 

from South Lindsay Baptist Church. If you died today, do you 

know if you would go to Heaven?” I am convinced, that if an 

approach like this is taken, we would have many more doors 

than usual closed in our faces. We might also be accused of 

being a Mormon or a Jehovah’s Witness. One thing is almost 

certain. People will not listen to what we have to say unless 

we are relevant to their life circumstances. We see a great 

example as Paul speaks to the great philosophers in Athens. 

“Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way 

you are very religious. For as I passed along and 
observed the objects of your worship, I found also an 

altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 

you. The God who made the world and everything in 
it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 

temples made by man, nor is he served by human 
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hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mankind life and breath and everything…”6 

 

 So we see that it is necessary, even though we are only 

there for a few moments, to know, generally, the people with 

whom we are sharing the Gospel. This means that 

conversation generally needs to start with the people we are 

trying to reach. For instance, when introducing myself to 

someone else, I might do so in this manner: 

 

“Knock, Knock,” someone answers the door 

and I hold out my hand to request a handshake. 

“Hi. My name is Andrew. I’m with South 

Lindsay Baptist Church. We are taking a survey and I 

was wondering if you had time to answer a few 

questions.” 

 

 We make our agenda known up front, so that people 

don’t get the impression that we are trying to “pull the wool” 

over their eyes. By asking questions, we also eliminate the 

feeling people tend to have that they are being attacked, or 

pushed into a religious decision. Sometimes people may not 

want to give up their time to answer a few questions. In such a 
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case, we can hand them some information and a free Bible 

while thanking them for their time. We do not want to be 

pushy and so push them further away from the Church of 

Jesus Christ. What if they agree to answer a few questions? 

What might we ask? Here is an example conversation we 

might have with someone who agrees to answer some 

questions.
7
 Keep in mind the teaching aspect of discipleship as 

you read. 

 

  “Yeah. I guess I could answer a few questions.” 

 

“Great! All right. First question. Do you, 

personally, think that religion is important within 

society?” 

“Hmm. Yes.” 

 

“How so?” 

 

“Well, religious people wont break into my 

house and steal my stuff. They seem to have a greater 

moral standard, I guess.” 
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 Obviously, the person or people asking the questions 

need to develop a somewhat creative mind. That way, they can 

develop new questions based on the way others answer. This 

helps us to teach the Gospel while asking questions, making 

this discipleship instead of strict evangelism. 

 

“Why, according to your own observation, 

might religious people have a greater moral standard?” 

“Well, because they believe in that stuff, I 

guess…” 

 

At this point, we could continue to “beat the bush” 

about religion and morality, but we must keep in mind that we 

do not want to push someone away who might be interested in 

a relationship with Christ. We must know when to move on to 

the next question. 

 

“Alright, next question. Do you consider 

yourself to be a religious person?” 

“Well, no. Not really. It seems kind of 

pointless. And weird.” 

“Except that it produces a greater morality 

standard, right?” 
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 We also must not shy away from interacting with their 

answers. This, ultimately, will get people to think about their 

own views. Jesus used the same approach when speaking with 

Nicodemus in John, chapter three. We must be careful, 

though, not to be belligerent with the issue. Mention it, and 

then move on to the next question. 

 

  “Uh. I guess so…” 

 

 “Next question. Do you think that there is a 

God?” 

 “Of course I believe that there is a God… This 

world had to come from somewhere, didn’t it?” 

 

 One fact that we may not realize is that most people in 

the world do believe in some sort of deity. In fact, according 

to an article from Cambridge University, only six percent of 

the population in America is atheist8, and the percentage of 

Atheist in the entire world is not much higher. If someone 

does already believe that there is a God, then our priority 

becomes creation, fall and redemption. 
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“If the world came from God, why do you 

believe God created it, specifically humanity?” 

“Uh. You know, I never really thought about 

that. Maybe He was just bored being all alone.” 

 

 When conversation reaches this point, I am tempted to 

begin discussing the doctrine of the Holy Trinity and how 

God, being a community within Himself would not get bored 

at any time. Of course, with someone who either does not have 

a relationship with Jesus Christ or may have one but is more 

immature in the faith, discussing the doctrine of the Trinity 

may be confusing to them. Even the most mature believers 

cannot understand fully the notion that God exists in three 

persons. Simple interactions work to the greatest benefit of the 

people we are trying to reach. 

 

“If that were the case, don’t you think God 

would have created us in Heaven, with Him?” 

“Wait. Wasn’t God on Earth when He created 

man?” 

 

 We also must not devalue the perception of the 

individual we are trying to reach. If they are right about 

something, then they are right about something. Like I said 
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before, we do not want to get into a complicated discussion 

about the person of the Holy Trinity and how it was the Spirit 

of God doing all of this work on the earth. The fact that the 

person we may be trying to reach refers to the Biblical account 

of creation also means that they have heard the story before. 

We must tune into that fact. Now that they have asked a 

question, we are free to tell at least the creation part of the 

story without imposing or prying. 

 

“You are right. God was on the earth when He 

created mankind. In fact, according to the first chapter 

in Genesis, God created mankind in His image. God, 

by definition and if He exists, would be perfect 

because He sets the standard for morality and truth. 

Obviously we live in a world that is not perfect. If God 

created mankind in His image, why do you personally 

believe that the world, including humanity, has so 

much evil in it?” 

 

 A question like this one is likely to overwhelm the 

person we are trying to reach. After all, the world’s greatest 

scholars have debated and thought about this issue for 

centuries with no clear conclusion. We should not expect the 

person we are talking with to be able to answer this question, 
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but we should be prepared to give an answer to them. 

Hopefully, asking this question gives us an opportunity to 

recount the fall of man, all the while teaching another 

individual some of the aspects within the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ, which is at the foundation of discipleship. 

 

  “I don’t know. Why don’t you tell me?” 

 

“Well, in Genesis chapter three, we can read 

that mankind broke the only command that God gave 

to them. By breaking this command, mankind chose to 

live apart from God, thus evil was introduced into the 

world of men. Not only that, but mankind could no 

longer be the image of God that he was created to be. 

This means that we cannot find the satisfaction in God 

that we were created to have, and that we are forced to 

create our own purpose in life, because we have to 

create our own image.” 

 

 By this time, we will either have our listener’s full 

attention or not. If we do, they may ask the next question 

because they are curious. If we do not, we should continue on 

to our next question, but we should most certainly allow a few 

seconds of silence to give them a chance to ask. 
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 “Why would God allow something like that to 

happen, young man?” 

 “That’s just it, sir! He didn’t just allow it to 

happen. He had a plan to restore us to Himself. Two 

thousand years ago, God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to 

pay a debt that we owed to God for that rebellion. He 

died in our place, conquering sin and death, so that we 

could once again be the image of God that we were 

created to be. It is a free gift from God to us. John 3:16 

says that God so loved the world that He gave His only 

Son, so that whosoever believes in Him will have 

eternal life. Verse seventeen ensures us that Christ did 

not come into the world to condemn the world, but so 

that the world would be saved through Him. Jesus 

Himself tells us that we only need to believe in Him 

and this eternal life, us being restored to God, is ours! 

There is nothing we can possibly do to disqualify 

ourselves from receiving that gift. Is that a gift that you 

would like to receive?” 

 

 Whether the person accepts God’s gift or not, at this 

point, is their decision to make. In our encounter, we were 

able to achieve so much more than just an evangelistic stride. 
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We were actually able to teach someone, interactively, the 

core beliefs within the Christian worldview. That is 

discipleship on a temporary mission field. That is what we are 

called to do. We must also encourage them to get involved in a 

local church and to pursue the individual relationship with 

Christ that they chose to start. It would be good to give them a 

Bible and a starters devotional guide. 

 Though it seems as if Jesus’ disciples were working 

from door to door, we can use their experience to our 

advantage in any evangelism encounter. We must keep in 

mind the discipleship aspect of evangelism: actually teaching 

people about our God and not just “getting them to Heaven”. 

This will cultivate a greater growth later in the person whom 

we are trying to reach. 

 We must also keep in mind that there is no “formula” 

for a successful evangelism encounter. Every situation and 

circumstance is different and therefore makes every encounter 

different. We can plan all we want to, but the truth of the 

matter is that we do not always know what is coming. Without 

knowing what is coming, it is difficult, if not impossible to 

prepare. As we go, we must rely on God’s Holy Spirit to lead 

us and to speak through us while being as prepared as we can 

be. The more prepared we are, the more we know, the more 

we have experienced, the more we have read and the more 
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mature we have become; the greater opportunity we will have 

to serve God and the greater impact we will have for God. 

 

Sharing genuine excitement 

 I believe that, too many times, in our working for Jesus 

Christ, we do so out of obligation rather than out of love. Yes, 

we are commanded to make disciples, and yes, it is a sacrifice. 

At the same time, if we share the heart of our Lord, Jesus 

Christ, we are willing and excited to make the sacrifice 

necessary to do God’s work. Too many times we hang our 

heads and treat discipleship as a burden to the lives we want to 

live. There is no general excitement, but what we must realize 

is that we have an amazing opportunity before us: that is the 

opportunity to transform lives; or rather, to allow God to use 

us to transform lives. 

 After Jesus’ disciples returned, there was a sense of 

excitement, and I believe that if we begin to see God really 

work through our commitment to make disciples, we will gain 

a fire that cannot be quenched. We will be excited because 

God’s work through us will be evident! 

 The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that 
they had done and taught. And he said to them, “Come away 
by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many 
were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 
And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by 
themselves. Now many saw them going and recognized them, 
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and they ran there on foot from all the towns and got there 
ahead of them. 

Mark 6:30-33 ESV 

 The fact is simple. When we go, with the sole purpose 

of representing God and doing His work, particularly in the 

area of missions, the people we are able to reach will seek out 

a deeper level of discipleship. In this case, they recognized the 

disciples, and followed them to their leader physically. In our 

case, people will be touched in such a way that they will 

follow us to our leader, or will seek out people like us who 

have the same leader: Jesus Christ. See, the initial act of 

discipleship during our evangelistic encounters actually 

creates a yearning in others for deeper learning. In gaining a 

deeper understanding of who God is, people will naturally 

come to know who God is more and more. Then, the people 

we are trying to reach will actually have a reason to give their 

lives to Jesus Christ, or to accept God’s free gift to humanity. 

Too often do we attack people with a minimal Gospel message 

and expect them to respond in a positive way. We push them 

into a corner and, if they even surrender to us, they accept the 

Gospel and the message of Christ just so that we will go away. 

Discipleship should not only be greatly emphasized within the 

walls of the universal Church, but also on the mission field. It 

is the only way in which we will advance the Kingdom of God 

as God commanded for it to be advanced. 
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 So, the first idea we must remember and emphasize is 

the idea that making disciples takes place as we go throughout 

our lives: everywhere we go at anytime with anyone we come 

in contact with. The second: we are to make it a priority not 

only to reach people in our nation, or connected to us, but in 

other nations, or those we would not normally meet. The third, 

then, according to the great commission, would be that we 

need to baptize those whom we disciple in the name of the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
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Baptism 

 

 Baptism today is viewed with many perspectives. The 

Layman’s Bible Encyclopedia sums up the views, as many 

understand them: 

“(1) that baptism is for the remission of sins 
and therefore essential to salvation; (2) that it is a 
public avaowal of fealty to God; (3) that it is a sign and 
seal of the ingrafting into Christ and the accompanying 
spiritual benefits, that is, an outward sign of an inward 
spiritual grace; (4) that it is an ordinance for admitting 
men into discipleship, a sign of initiation, leading to 
final deliverance from all evil; (5) that it is a symbol of 
regeneration given only to those who exhibit signs of 
the new life in Christ; and (6) that it is a symbol of 
purification.”9 

 

 According to the same source, immersion was the 

earliest and original form of the ritual and, in most cases, 

baptism is a symbol of our sharing in Christ’s death, burial and 

resurrection.10 My question, then, is this. Is baptism only a 

symbol with which we make known our relationship with 

Jesus Christ and our commitment to Him; and why, in the 

great commission given by Christ, is baptism listed as a 

parallel to making disciples as we go? 
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More than a symbol (our duty to baptize) 

 According to Christ’s great commission, found in 

Mathew chapter twenty-eight and verses eighteen through 

twenty, we are to “make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I (Jesus) have 

commanded you…”
11

 Simply judging from the context of this 

portion of the passage, we can see that both baptism and 

teaching are essential aspects of making disciples. We make 

disciples by baptizing people in the name of the Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit and by teaching them all that Christ 

commanded. This means that baptism is not the beginning of 

discipleship or a symbol of our position as a disciple, as we 

most commonly view it, but an essential, everlasting 

component within personal discipleship. 

 Paul referred to the same idea regarding the 

circumcision of the Jew: calling it a circumcision of the heart 

by the Spirit, and not simply a circumcision of the flesh as a 

symbol. Since outward circumcision was a symbol of God’s 

covenant with the Jewish people, we can apply the same idea 

to the symbol of God’s covenant with all people: baptism. 
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 For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the 
law, but if you break the law, your circumcision becomes 
uncircumcision. So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the 
precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as 
circumcision? Then he who is physically uncircumcised but 
keeps the law will condemn you who have the written code 
and circumcision but break the law. For no one is a Jew who is 
merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and 
physical. But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a 
matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is 
not from man but from God. 

Romans 2:25-29 ESV 

 True baptism is baptism of the heart by the Spirit of 

God. Traditionally, and according to the true meaning of the 

word, baptism requires a complete immersion. Only, as we are 

referring to it here, it requires a complete immersion in 

something other than water. Baptism, by the Spirit, is to 

submerge an individual unreservedly in the teachings of 

Christ. When we are discipling someone, we are to completely 

immerse them in what we know about Christ, sharing aspects 

of our relationship with Christ, experiencing Christ along side 

them, worshipping Christ along side them, approaching God 

along side them while also teaching them to obey everything 

that Christ commanded. 

 This makes baptism a constant, everlasting part of the 

Christian life. It requires that we constantly make disciples of 

others and allow ourselves to be discipled. 
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 What of the unbeliever or the non-Christian? Is it 

possible for us to baptize those who do not have a relationship 

with Christ? According, once again, to the great commission, 

we are commanded to “…baptize all nations…” as a part of 

this ongoing discipleship, both of believers and nonbelievers. 

If it is not possible for us to baptize, or completely saturate 

every nation on the face of the planet in the name of the 

Father, Son and the Holy Spirit, then it is also not possible to 

obey Christ in this respect. This emphasizes the great need we 

have to actually live in the secular world while also living 

according to the relationship we have with Christ. We baptize 

the nonbeliever as we share the love of Christ with them, as 

we teach them about God and who God is. In doing this, we 

are able to teach them about our faith, and about our God, 

before they actually choose to follow God by giving their lives 

to Him. Thus, we work to make disciples of all nations and all 

individuals: even those who do not believe. Just because we 

constantly baptize others, as a part of discipleship, in that 

name, does not mean that they receive the gift that we hope 

they will receive. They must still make a choice to receive that 

gift. 

Consider the words of Paul once again, “For 

circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you 
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break the law, your circumcision becomes uncircumcision.”12 

In the same way, baptism, either physical (outwardly) or 

imputed (received by means of discipleship), has no value if 

the individual rejects Christ: if the everlasting covenant with 

God is not signed.  

As Paul writes to a Jewish community in Rome, he is 

writing to a community that was circumcised at a very young 

age. So, they were circumcised; but unless they received that 

circumcision within their hearts later in life, it was of no value 

to them. So then, we can baptize an individual, immersing 

them in the presence and in the nature of our God; but, unless 

they receive that baptism, it has no value to them. 

 

More than a symbol (receiving baptism in the name) 

 The fact that we impart baptism to others through 

teaching them unreservedly about Christ and the nature of God 

and His relationship to men, means that every individual we 

disciple in this respect must choose to either receive or to 

reject that baptism. This idea, I believe, is referred to in the 

introduction of Paul’s second letter to Timothy, his student in 

the faith. 
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 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift 
of god, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, for 

God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-
control. 

2 Timothy 1:6-7 ESV 

 Paul poured his life and knowledge into Timothy as a 

disciple, and Timothy accepted that. Paul immersed Timothy, 

as he immersed everyone he met, in teaching about God and 

of salvation through Christ alone, and Timothy accepted those 

teachings and acted, toward God, according to those teachings. 

He received the baptism that Paul shared with Him. Thus, he 

received the baptism in the name of the Father, Son and the 

Holy Spirit. Through this baptism, he was not only exposed to 

the person of God but actually received the Holy Spirit of 

God. So, we share baptism by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

hoping that others will accept that baptism in the power of the 

Holy Spirit. 

 So, this notion of baptism, at least how it is received, 

actually has little to do with physical water, but has everything 

to do with being washed in the blood of Jesus Christ, and 

therefore being cleansed of all unrighteousness. Even Jesus, in 

His conversation with Nicodemus, states, “…unless one is 

born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of 

God.”
13

 We can only be cleansed by receiving the Holy Spirit. 
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This is how we are baptized in the name of the Father, Son 

and the Holy Spirit. We could say that true, spiritual baptism 

takes place at the moment of conversion, or the moment at 

which someone chooses to live completely for Christ, and is 

essential in the constant transformation that is demanded by 

the Christian lifestyle. 

 What of being completely immersed in physical water? 

Of what importance does it consist if baptism is a core value 

in discipleship? Is it important at all? 

 

Baptism as a symbol 

 Just as circumcision was an outward symbol from the 

Jews as to the covenant with God they had signed within their 

hearts to obey the law, there is a need for every Christian to 

portray outwardly what God has done within his or her heart 

by the power of the Holy Spirit. For if we do not signify 

outwardly what has happened inwardly, it is questionable as to 

whether or not we have actually been impacted inwardly. If 

we have truly signed the covenant with God that God desires, 

we should want to show the world what God has done. Once 

we have accepted baptism by the Holy Spirit in our lives, we 

should want to show the world that we have been baptized in 

the name of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit by following 
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Christ in the act of outward baptism: baptism by physical 

water. 

 “Now an angel of the Lord said to Phillip, “Rise and 
go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem 
to Gaza.” This is a desert place. And he rose and went. And 
there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. 
He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, 
seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 
And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 
So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet 
and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” And 
he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 
invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Now the passage of 
the Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he 
was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is 
silent, so he opens not his mouth. In his humiliation justice 
was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life 
is taken away from the earth.” And the eunuch said to Philip, 
“About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his 
mouth and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good 
news about Jesus. And as they were going along the road they 
came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! 
What prevents me from being baptized? And he commanded 
the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, 
Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip 
away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. 

Acts 8:26-39 ESV 

 Philip received teaching about Christ from Philip. 

Philip took the one opportunity that he had with the Ethiopian 

to not only witness to him, but to actually teach him: baptizing 
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him in the truth of God. The Ethiopian accepted his teaching 

and accepted the Lordship of Christ, and was therefore 

baptized by the Holy Spirit. He was so excited, about his 

baptism into the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, that 

he had his chariot stop so that he could also be baptized with 

water. 

 

Continuity of baptism 

 If we are to continually be baptizing others, by 

immersing them in the teachings about who Christ is and the 

nature of our God, would it not also be required that we 

commit to continue to receive teachings about who Christ is 

and the nature of God. Not only is there an urgency on our 

making disciples of others, but also on our becoming greater 

disciples in the faith. If I was to, at the moment of my 

conversion, be completely submerged in the presence of the 

Holy Spirit, should I not also want to be completely 

submerged in the presence of the Holy Spirit throughout the 

remainder of my life on the earth and in my existence 

afterward? If the answer is yes, then my baptism lasts from the 

moment I accept the free gift of God on to eternity. I am 

forever being baptized, or forever completely immersed in the 

presence of the Holy Spirit: either through the teachings of 
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other believers or in personal study and prayer, but always by 

the power and presence of God. 

 My favorite part of the above portion of scripture, that 

relates to the already existing Christian life, is the description 

of the Ethiopian’s response to the baptism that he received. He 

“went on his way rejoicing”.14 

 It was my very first year going with my youth pastor to 

a leadership camp in Shawnee, Oklahoma to serve as a 

sponsor. I remember being introduced to what is now my 

favorite Mexican restaurant. On our way from Lawton, 

Oklahoma to Shawnee, my youth pastor turned to me and 

asked, “Have you ever been to Ted’s?” I had not. When I 

revealed to him that information, he responded in disbelief, 

“You have not lived until you have eaten at Ted’s.” Naturally, 

we stopped at this supposedly amazing Mexican restaurant 

before proceeding to camp. My youth pastor talked about it so 

much on the way there that we all thought it might bring us as 

close to Heaven as we would ever get here on this earth. 

 We arrived, went in and sat down. The first impression 

was even greater than I had expected. Everyone got his or her 

own bowl of cheese and salsa. There were tortilla chips as 

well as soft, warm homemade flower tortillas. After setting all 

of this in front of us, the waiter asked, “Can I get you any of 
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our other complementary items?” My youth pastor asked for 

the habanero sauce, of which I gladly partook. This was not 

all. After learning that I was a Ted’s first timer, the waiter 

brought me one Mexican taco from the restaurant’s kitchen. It 

won me over.  

Not only was a saturated in someone else’s first hand 

experience with the Mexican restaurant, and not only did I 

accept that experience and experience it for myself, but I left 

wanting more. I wanted to stay saturated in the experience. 

The only problem was that I couldn’t be infinitely hungry. 

Still, I went away rejoicing. 

In the same way, we are saturated in the presence of 

God, through others and through God revealing Himself: 

whether through His creation or in any other way. In the same 

way, we accept that and are baptized into the Holy Spirit of 

God: experiencing God firsthand. Then, we go throughout the 

rest of our lives excited about what God is doing in our lives 

and about the fact that we get to continually be saturated by 

the presence of the Holy Spirit, forever. This is baptism: an 

essential part of all discipleship along with teachings about 

what God has commanded. They are both essential and 

continual aspects of discipleship. 
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Making Followers… Not Fans 
 

 After considering baptism’s involvement within 

discipleship, not just as a starting point but as a necessary 

component throughout one’s life, we can then consider the 

next portion of Christ’s Great Commission, and the second 

ideal within the command to make disciples. We are not only 

to saturate everyone that we meet in the presence of God and 

teach them about the nature of God and the work of Christ, but 

we are also to teach them to obey everything that Christ 

commands. So, we first teach them about who God is,  and 

then we teach them how to follow God, not just be a part of 

His fan club. This places us in quite the situation as believers 

and causes us to wrestle with a few questions concerning our 

own relationship with the world around us. If we are to make 

disciples of all nations, not just the Christian population, then 

are we to hold all people to God’s standard, even if they 

choose not to subject themselves to that standard? Is someone 

who claims to be a Christian really a disciple if he or she does 

not obey the commands in scripture? If we are to make 

disciples of all nations, does this mean that we also teach non-

Christians to obey Christian law, and at what point does our 
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lifestyle come off as us simply judging everyone else on the 

face of the planet? 

 

Holding the world to God’s standard 

  So, is it necessary for us to hold the world around us to 

God’s standard, since we are to make disciples of all nations 

and since making disciples consists of teaching others to obey 

what the Lord, Jesus Christ commanded? 

 

 “Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the 
judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the 
measure you use it will be measured to you. Why do you see 
the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the 
log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your 
brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is 
the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out 
of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the 
speck out of your brother’s eye. Do not give dogs what is holy 
and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample 
them underfoot and turn to attack you.” 

Matthew 7:1-6 ESV 

 Jesus commands His disciples not to judge people, and 

follows His command with a teaching about how the 

relationships should be between His followers. Do not point 

out your brother’s problems without first working to overcome 

your own. Then, and only then, do you have a right to help 

your brother overcome His problem. After this, Jesus tells His 



Making Disciples, Transforming Lives 

109 

disciples not to give dogs what is holy and not to throw their 

pearls before pigs. 

 Westboro Baptist Church in Topeka, Kansas, is 

notorious for picketing the funerals of America’s heroes and 

for protesting in the streets of American cities. The church’s 

one message is this, “God hates America and fags.” The 

members of the church continue to militantly hold the world to 

what they believe to be God’s standard. In fact, in a paper in 

which their argument is made for God’s hatred, it is recorded 

that “This writing provides the details that support the sayings 

of the prophets of Westboro Baptist Church, in the Last of the 

Last Days, to wit, God Hates Fags and God Hates America.”15 

 The above example reveals to all those who observe 

that, at least in extreme cases, holding the world around us to 

God’s standard, or what we believe to be God’s standard, is a 

dangerous thing. This is why Christ, when speaking to His 

disciples, said, “Do not give dogs what is holy and do not 

throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample them 

underfoot and turn to attack you.”16 

 If Christ is speaking of us working to keep God’s 

standard before we help our brother to keep God’s standard, 

then He is also commanding His followers not to hold a non-
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Christian world to the standards of God. After all, God’s 

standards are a treasure for God’s people. When we begin 

holding a non-Christian world to the standards of God, the 

world tramples on those standards and then turns to the 

Church, calling it a hypocritical and judgmental institution; 

instead of seeing the love of God that we are to portray. Still, 

there is a problem if the world apart from God is not held to a 

Godly standard. If we are not to hold the world to God’s 

standard, then what standard is there for people who choose 

not to subject themselves to God’s law? What standard, both 

moral and intellectual, is there for the world apart from Christ? 

Are the people of that world free to do as they wish? Are they 

not bound morally? Do they have no accountability? Are we 

to just allow them to determine what sort of religion is 

acceptable? If we do not hold them to God’s standard, is it 

possible to bring them to God or to disciple them at all? 

 According to the Gospel of John, chapter one, Jesus 

Christ, who was with God and who was God in the beginning, 

came to Earth to reveal the grace and truth of God to all men. 

Now Jesus, who was God, is telling His disciples not to hold 

the world to God’s standard, which was also Jesus’ standard. 

If we were to read into the passage, we could almost say that 

Jesus was accusing the disciples of taking His job, “Do not 

hold people to my standard because that is mine to do!” Since 
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we are good Christians, though, we will not read into scripture 

what scripture does not say. Instead, we will look at what 

scripture does say concerning God’s authority to hold people 

to His own true standard. Paul writes to the believers in Rome, 

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their 

unrighteousness suppress the truth.”17 

 It is God’s place, and God’s place alone to hold all 

people to His standard. Even though we, God’s people, have 

an obligation to pursue that standard and even though we have 

an obligation to help our brothers and sisters to pursue that 

standard, God alone has the authority to enforce that standard, 

and He does. This means that many Christians are guilty of 

making themselves out to be God. 

 For if anyone works to enforce God’s standard in a 

world that denies God’s authority, especially considering the 

fact that God alone can enforce His standard, then that person 

assumes the position of God and, therefore, blasphemes the 

name of God. God sets the standard for all people, and God 

enforces that standard, whether His judgment comes soon or 

whether He chooses to postpone according to our limited 

perception. We must not be guilty of undermining God’s 
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authority. We are God’s image, why do we assume, on many 

occasions, to be more: to be God? 

 

Disobedient disciple? 

 I know a young woman, who will remain unnamed, 

that was a leader in her youth group. When she revealed 

publically her preference for same gender romantic 

relationships, her youth sponsors talked with her about the 

sinful nature all people are born into and the need for all 

people to overcome that sinful nature, however it might 

manifest itself. After thinking about what they said, and 

agreeing with them, this young woman decided that, despite 

what scripture said regarding the subject and despite her 

inability to be who God created her to be, she would continue 

to practice homosexuality while, at the same time, pursuing a 

relationship with God. Is it possible for her, or any of us, to 

actively pursue a relationship with God while also being 

disobedient? Is it possible for us to be disobedient, but true, 

disciples? 

 

 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among 
you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? 
You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and 
cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have 
because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. You adulterous 
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people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is 
enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of 
the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you suppose 
it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously 
over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? But he gives 
more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but 
gives grace to the humble.” 

James 4:1-6 ESV 

 The answer to the questions posed above should be 

obvious, especially according to the passage above. No. It is 

not possible for anyone to live in disobedience to God while 

also pursuing God as a disciple. Fights and quarrels are caused 

by our own desires; the same desires we are to overcome in 

order to gain a greater desire for God. It is no coincidence that 

James equates our giving in to our own desires as being a 

friend of the world, or of the ideals and philosophies of the 

world apart from the presence of God. It only makes sense 

then, that a true disciple has such a yearning for God that if he 

or she learns that personal desires are conflicting with desires 

for God, he or she will overcome his or her selfish desire in 

order to gain a greater relationship with God. That is what 

separates a follower from a fan, an adorer from an admirer, a 

disciple from a member of some baseless religion. 

 What of sin, then? Can we not sin and still be a 

disciple? According to Christ’s own words, every sin and 

blasphemy will be forgiven, except for blasphemy against the 
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Holy Spirit.18 Jesus also states throughout His ministry, that 

whosoever believes in the one and only Son of God will gain 

eternal life.19 This means that the only way that any person can 

blaspheme the Holy Spirit is by ignoring His invitation to 

Christ throughout his or her life on Earth. Every other sin will 

be forgiven. Of course, though all sins are forgiven, we choose 

to hold on to sin by not moving on from the sin that has been 

forgiven of us. We choose to live in the sin that Christ 

conquered. 

 Living in sin is growing complacent with the sin in our 

lives and trying to hold on to it while also trying to serve God. 

We know, according to James, chapter four, that we cannot be 

a disciple and live in sin simultaneously. Is it possible to live 

in sin and still receive the eternal life that Christ promised? 

 For about three years I lived in this type of backslidden 

state. I was ignoring God, or at least trying to. I gave my life 

to Christ and He didn’t let me forget it. For even though I 

belonged completely to God, I waged war against God 

because I chose to live as a friend to the world apart from 

God, and God opposed me. Though I lived a life pitted against 

God, He did not allow me to grow content with that life. Now, 

as a result, I am waging war in God’s name against the ideas, 
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beliefs and attitudes of this world. That, I believe, is the 

difference. A Christian will be convicted. An imposter will be 

content with sin in his or her life. An imposter is just what the 

Pharisees were whom Jesus was talking to in the twelfth 

chapter of Matthew’s Gospel. 

 If we choose to live as though we are holy without 

accepting the power of Holy Spirit in our lives, then we 

presume the place of the Holy Spirit and, once again, assume 

the position that God should have. To be this way until our 

earthly bodies dies is an act of blasphemy toward the Holy 

Spirit and earns us an eternal death, even in the face of 

Christ’s sacrifice for all sin. Other than this, all sin is forgiven. 

So, one can sin and still be a Christian. Even so, if a person 

chooses to live in sin and is not convicted to the point where 

he or she is wholly miserable, I am convinced that they do not 

belong to Christ. If a brother or sister chooses to live in sin 

while constantly being convicted by the Holy Spirit, he or she 

becomes incapable of being a true disciple, or of being able to 

mature in the faith and therefore fail to represent God in the 

fullest manner possible. 

 As Christians we meet God and are satisfied once, only 

to be met with dissatisfaction in the faith because we try and 

hold on to part of our lives. As Disciples we meet God and are 

satisfied indefinitely because we hold nothing back. We 
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forsake our own agenda, system of beliefs, attitudes and 

actions in order that God may impart His character upon us. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Perpetual 
Discipleship 

Why do we assume, as we become more mature, that 
discipleship somehow reaches its peak and we no 
longer need to learn from others? There is always 
someone with more knowledge; always someone that 
we can learn from. Discipleship is a never-ending 
process, even in light of eternity. 
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Building a Relationship 
  

 Through each or our daily interactions, we learn that 

what we say does not have as much of an effect on people we 

do not know or people who do not know us. Is it not true that a 

brother has the ability to anger us more than a stranger has the 

ability to do the same? Is it not true that those closer to us, in 

relation, have a greater ability to both infuriate and comfort 

us? It should be obvious to us that a greater impact is made 

through relationships. Considering this, discipleship should 

always be placed on the foundation of a good relationship 

because that is where it will have the greatest impact. This 

does not mean that we only disciple those people whom we 

already know or that already know us. It means we take 

responsibility and build new and thriving relationships. Yes, 

this means that sometimes we may have to get our hands dirty 

and actually serve. It also means that we may have to visit 

places that are despised by the Christian community, as long 

as we do not compromise the fellowship of our God. 

 I remember, as a started in ministry at South Lindsay 

Baptist Church in Oklahoma City, talking with the students 

during the regularly planned youth service. They did not know 

me at first and it seemed like everything I tried to teach meant 

nothing to them. In fact, while I was teaching almost every 
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student in the room was talking or using their cell phone. As I 

got to know the students more and more; as I spent time living 

life along side them, I noticed that they began to pay much 

more attention as I taught and began to respect the rules that I 

had put in place. On occasion, as my wife and I (we were not 

married at the time) would be the only adults helping with the 

youth service, because of limited help, students actually began 

to keep their friends engaged in worship and in the teaching. I 

saw such a tremendous change in how those students engaged 

with the church service and applied the scripture that I taught 

because I took the time to build a relationship with them. This 

was only possible, however, by the working of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 After this he went out and saw a tax collector named 

Levi, sitting at the tax booth. And he said to him, “Follow 
me.” And leaving everything, he rose and followed him. And 

Levi made him a great feast in his house, and there was a large 
company of tax collectors and others reclining at the table 

with them. And the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his 
disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax 

collectors and sinners?” And Jesus answered them, “Those 
who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 

sick. I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to 
repentance.” 

Luke 5:27-32 ESV 
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 After Levi, or Matthew1, began following Jesus, he 

prepared a feast for Christ and invited all of his own friends so 

that they could meet Jesus. Jesus and his disciples willingly sat 

down and ate with all of the friends Levi invited; which were 

probably not liked very much within the Jewish community 

because they were associated with a tax collector. They were 

all reclining at the table together eating and drinking. Jesus 

and his disciples were building relationships with Levi’s 

friends. We do not know what the conversation might have 

included. All we do know is that the religious community did 

not like what they saw. Jesus was at a party while the religious 

group tended rigorously and faithfully to the rules that they 

were to keep as God’s people. 

 Does this scenario sound even slightly familiar? I 

listened as a very mature brother in the faith gave his 

testimony one evening. “I have never had a drink of alcohol,” 

he said proudly insisting that he did not share his story to 

boast, “I have not been to a party since I became a Christian. I 

have never been to a bar. I don’t cuss. There are just places 

that Christians don’t need to be.” Sadly, this is the attitude of 

most serious Christians today. I am certain that if Jesus lived 

today and ministered around one of our churches, most 
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congregations would be abhorred by His behavior. Why? 

Jesus would be here to build relationship with people not 

associated with the Christian subculture that human beings 

have instituted and glorified. In order to build relationships 

with people, so that discipleship actually does the work that 

God intended, we must remove ourselves from the Christian 

subculture that we have created and meet new people where 

they are. Now, I am not sure that visiting a bar and getting to 

know someone who is completely obliterated would 

successfully advance the kingdom of our God, especially 

when he or she wakes up the next morning with no memory of 

that encounter. Perhaps, though, in visiting places where 

Christians would normally refuse to even mention, we would 

meet someone and be able to build a relationship with them 

and lead them to our savior, Jesus Christ. We simply cannot 

return a lost world to Christ if we are not willing to step into 

that world, but even when we step into that world we should 

stand out from the world so as not to compromise the faith that 

we have been entrusted with. 

 Furthermore, we notice the attitude of the religious 

community of Jesus’ day, “Why do you eat and drink with tax 

collectors and sinners?”2 They looked at society outside of the 

Jewish subculture with angst and ignored every philosophy 
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and action that did not find its roots in the Jewish subculture. 

When a member of the Jewish community was present within 

such atrocities, as Jesus was in this story, they treated those 

Jews as heathens. 

 How many times do we also, when dealing with other 

believers, have such an attitude with which we protest any 

music that does not have a Christian label; with which we 

protest any consumption of alcohol; with which we declare the 

urge to dance as an evil desire or with which we view all those 

who visit casinos as sinners. How can we be this way when 

the very Christ who saved us from death and who commands 

that we obey everything He taught3, explicitly and implicitly, 

went to a party with tax collectors, associated with and lifted 

up Samaritans4 and was classified as both a gluten and a 

drunkard5 by the Jewish subculture. I am so convinced that the 

Christian subculture is debilitating the body of Christ from 

serving God on this earth. Christian music is a prime example. 

It is separated, with a Christian label, from all other music. It 

is played almost entirely on Christian radio stations, and 

because of these things it is only able to reach a limited 

audience that is primarily Christian. We have grown content 

��������������������������������������������������������
���������������
���
�	������������������
���������������



It’s an Every Day Thing 

124 

with only making disciples within the Christian nation when 

we are to make disciples of all nations. Considering this. 

Considering the fact that we need to be present in the sinful 

world, we must ask ourselves a question concerning the 

Christian life. Does being present within the world apart from 

God, as we should be, justify the sin in our lives? 

 Consider the example that Jesus set as He was partying 

in the midst of a sinful humanity and as He answered the 

accusation of the religious community, “Those who are well 

have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I have not 

come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.”
6
 Even 

though Jesus was in the midst of a sinful humanity, and even 

though He was building a relationship with sinful humanity, 

Jesus Himself did not sin, even as He disregarded the Jewish 

subculture and affiliated with tax collectors and sinners. In the 

same way, we can step outside of our Christian subculture 

without compromising God’s conviction in our lives. For 

though we are in the world, we are to stand out from the 

world. If, after we give our lives to Christ, He leaves us in this 

world, should we not then live in this world as a member of 

God’s family instead of separating ourselves completely? 

 The common response to such a challenge is this, 

“What about my image or my witness? Won’t it be ruined if it 
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even looks like I am seen around these types of things?” This 

is what I struggle with the most when dealing with this 

concept, mainly because my position in ministry depends on 

my maintaining a good witness. Here is the dilemma, though. 

Is it possible for us to have a good witness if we fail to witness 

to others about what God has done for us? If we stay within 

the Christian subculture, do we not render ourselves incapable 

of truly witnessing to someone who may not know? If so, then 

confining ourselves to the Christian subculture is what ruins 

our witness. Stepping into a world that does not know Christ 

and interacting with it actually enhances our witness because 

we actually do stand out and receive an opportunity witness in 

the name of Jesus Christ. 

 What if religious people then see us as glutens and 

drunkards? What if our religious image is ruined? I pray that 

we remember by whom we were created and in whose image. 

For, we are to portray the image of Christ to all of creation. 

Our image, essentially, amounts to nothing but dust. Plus, just 

as the Pharisees mocked Jesus, only those who are self-

righteous will mock us when we choose to reach out to a lost 

and dying world: when we choose to step outside of the 

Christian subculture and build relationships that will shake the 

very foundation of this world.  
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 Concerning the self-righteous, Christ’s words are clear, 

“I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to 

repentance.”7 I only hope that the self-righteous within our 

churches, and outside of our churches, realize that everyone is 

a sinner and therefore called to repentance. When they realize 

this, they will no longer be holy on their own terms, but will 

look for holiness that only comes from God through Jesus 

Christ. Perhaps it is possible to even see more people inside 

the Christian subculture receive eternal life because we choose 

to step beyond that religious mask and live authentically. Yes, 

those actions would indeed attest to the irrationality of acting 

in a way to attain or maintain one’s own righteousness. It is, 

and has always been by God’s power and authority alone that 

we can be right in any respect. 

 We must commit to building relationships. It is not just 

the responsibility of the laity; it is the responsibility of all 

God’s people. We must step beyond the Christian subculture 

that has so trapped us in a way that renders each of us 

incapable of building relationships with sinners who do not 

have Christ. We must step beyond the Christian subculture 

that has so prevented us from carrying out the work of Jesus 

Christ on this earth in the fullest capacity. Building a rapport 

with sinful people gives us an unmatchable platform to share 
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Christ love with sinners. How can we think to do any 

different? It is not that any Christian purposefully ignores the 

unchurched. It happens almost naturally. We must consciously 

work to build relationships with people outside of our 

Christian subculture.  
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Teaching 

 

 After building a relationship, we then have a greater 

platform for discipleship: first teaching others about the nature 

and work of God, and then teaching them to obey everything 

that God commanded. As a ‘teacher’, we must consider a few 

things about our teaching. What exactly do we teach? How do 

we teach? When do we teach? Who do we teach? Where do 

we teach? 

 

What to teach 

 If all disciples have a responsibility to make more 

disciples, then they are also required to teach because making 

disciples requires that we teach. The reality is, however, that 

most people find it extremely difficult to develop a lesson or 

to know where to begin when teaching. So, what exactly do 

we teach to those whom we are discipling? What did Jesus 

teach His disciples? 

 

 Now when Jesus saw a crowd around him, he gave 
orders to go over to the other side. And a scribe came up and 
said to him, “teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.” And 
Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 
Another of the disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go and 
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bury my father.” And Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and 
leave the dead to bury their own dead.” And when he got into 
the boat, his disciples followed him. And behold, there arose a 
great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by 
the waves; but he was asleep. And they went and woke him, 
saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” And he said to 
them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he 
rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great 
calm. And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is 
this, that even winds and sea obey him?” 

Matthew 8:18-27 ESV 

 While I was working on this portion of this book, I sat 

with a few students who were helping me to make decorations 

for a camp that we were about to attend. One girl, who is an 

outstanding example of what it means to live for Christ, 

started talking about the “on-off” relationship she had with her 

boyfriend. Over the course of the conversation, she stated that 

she loved him. That is why she was with him for a third time 

despite former failures within the relationship. 

 “What do you think love is?” I asked as that part of the 

conversation came up. Her answer was simple, “It’s a 

feeling.” So, naturally, I asked another question, “So does that 

mean when I get mad at Kati (my wife), I suddenly don’t love 

her any longer?” She looked down at the table and silence 

resonated for a few seconds. “I hate it when you do this,” she 

said, “Okay, then, what is love?” I began to describe that love 

was a choice and a commitment rather than a feeling. I used 

the words of King Solomon as he came to a conclusion about 
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the meaning of life at the end of Ecclesiastes: man’s duty is to 

fear God and keep His commands.8 It is not to be infatuated, 

but to be committed. If that is man’s duty when it comes to 

our relationship with God, how much should we then base all 

other relationships on commitment rather than infatuation? 

She listened and seemed as if she recorded the information I 

gave to her in a sort of mental notebook. 

 Without first having the relationship in place, this 

young woman would have probably disregarded what I had to 

say. Without first having the relationship that He had with His 

disciples, Christ’s teaching would have not had as much of an 

effect on those listening. We can tell that Jesus’ teachings did 

have a great impact because they are recorded for us to read. 

 After having the relationship, and after teaching the 

obvious basics of the faith to those following Him as we see in 

the Sermon on the Mount not long before the passage above, 

Jesus used the lives and the testimony of others to teach them. 

He used the scribe’s confession to teach that those who 

belonged to God would not be comfortable in the world. He 

used the want of the next disciple, to bury his father, in order 

to teach that, in order to belong to God, we must forsake 

everything we have that belongs to the world: even if that may 

be our own family. Jesus Christ used the storm, along with the 
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fear of His disciples to teach that God had control over every 

aspect of creation, and because of that fact, God’s people 

should not fear anything but God Himself. 

 In talking with the young woman, I used her life 

circumstance to teach her about what love really was: not a 

feeling that causes an action but, instead, a choice that brings 

forth a feeling. This type of teaching, or discipleship, is not 

difficult. We share our experience and our knowledge 

concerning scripture with those whom we disciple based on 

their circumstances. This is why one-on-one discipleship is so 

important. This is why seeing discipleship as more than a 

program is so important. This is why it is so important for us 

to live life beside those whom we are discipling, not above or 

distant from.  

 What about in a classroom setting? My suggestion is 

that we all know those whom we are teaching so that we can 

be relevant. Curriculums are available in great abundance, 

and, for those who have the talent, it is possible to develop a 

curriculum and relate it to an audience. Teaching in a 

classroom or preaching to a congregation, however, will not 

accomplish that which is accomplished if we are all discipling 

one another within the community on an individual level. That 

type of preaching and teaching should be discussed between 

disciples in order to reach a greater understanding. Even Jesus 
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would talk with His disciples in greater detail as they moved 

away from the crowds.9 However, teaching our own Sunday 

School classes or our own congregation might be like us 

speaking directly to our disciples because we do have 

relationships, hopefully, with those people. 

 

How to teach 

 The best type of teaching I have experienced, by far, is 

either responsive or interactive teaching: teaching through 

conversation. This allows those whom we are discipling to 

interact and to grasp the concept that we are trying to share 

with them. Approaching the teaching part of discipleship as a 

conversation also allows the teacher more freedom and 

empowers someone who may not usually be able to teach 

because it is simply a conversation. Refer again to the passage 

above. Each of the teachings was responsive. Does this mean 

that there is no place for the preaching of a sermon or for a 

classroom lecture within Christian education? 

 No! Jesus also spoke to the multitudes and they were 

called His followers. There is a place for the preaching of 

sermons and for classroom lectures within discipleship, but the 

one on one interaction and conversation is necessary. All other 
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teaching and preaching only supplements one-on-one 

discipleship within the larger community under Jesus Christ. 

 

 

When to teach 

 Take a moment and briefly look at the picture on the 

cover of this book. There is a pill organizer, and inside the pill 

organizer are silhouettes representing people with whom we 

have contact on each day of the week. Other than our planned 

meeting time in which we teach a larger number of people, we 

are to constantly be teaching and learning in our every day 

interactions. Remember, baptism is a constant phenomenon. 

Christ should always be the center of our conversation no 

matter who our conversation is with or how our conversation 

begins. 

 Just imagine, as you pass by an acquaintance of yours 

on your way to class, as you are moving about the office or as 

you are checking your mail. They greet you, “Hey, man. 

How’s it goin’?” Instead of answering with the usual, “good,” 

or, “fine,” our choice of words relates more to our relationship 

with Christ, “Bro, God is just so awesome!” 

 This suddenly opens a new door for us to share the 

Gospel and to build a relationship. We then have a chance to 
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share how God is awesome and what He has been doing 

through us for His purpose. 

 

Who to teach 

 This also means that we teach and learn from everyone 

we encounter on a daily basis. We can talk to someone and tell 

them how great God is without teaching them about God or 

revealing to them a part of the character of God. The task, 

then, is to teach those we encounter. Different circumstances 

and events open doors to teach new concepts that may be 

difficult for others to learn outside the context of those 

circumstances and events. 

 I had a student who was very angry with himself 

simply because he could not get a girlfriend. I found him 

outside with bloody knuckles because he was so angry that he 

punched a brick wall uncontrollably. After he calmed down, I 

had a long conversation with him about women. During the 

course of that conversation I remember saying, “Women don’t 

control you. In fact, you don’t give control of yourself over to 

anything other than God. It goes for women, alcohol, drugs 

and even pride. God alone deserves control and He is the only 

one that should have that control in our lives.” I was able to 

use the circumstance to teach a Biblical truth that would have 

not otherwise been readily accepted by this young man. 
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 This is a way in which we can teach all people we 

encounter and have conversations with. It is also a way in 

which we can learn from those with whom we have 

conversations every day. 

 

Where to teach 

 Naturally then, we are also to teach and learn as we go 

and wherever we go throughout the weeks of our lives. I 

remember going to a friends Bible study during my first year 

at Oklahoma Baptist University. As we were sitting in his 

living room, he makes the comment, “You know, we don’t go 

to Wal-Mart to buy groceries. We go to represent Christ and 

we just get groceries while we are there.” Despite the 

contradictive nature of the statement when it is compared to 

our reasoning behind traveling to Wal-Mart, it remains true 

that everywhere we go, and everything we do, we are there to 

represent Christ: not just to carry out our daily responsibilities 

or to participate in leisure activities. 

 

 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 

2 Corinthians 5:20-21 ESV 
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 Everyone who knows God is a new creation.10 

Everyone who is a new creation is also an ambassador for 

Jesus Christ on this earth. God makes His appeal through us to 

those who do not know Him. He does this so that those who 

do not know Him may come to know Him and be reconciled 

to Him. Everywhere we go and to everyone we meet, we 

represent Jesus Christ directly. If this is truly the identity that 

we, God’s people, are to live by, then why is it that the 

Christian body, on a large scale, fails to live according to this 

position as an ambassador? 

 

Perpetual nature of discipleship 

 Considering all of this, we can know that discipleship 

never ends, neither for us nor those we disciple. We constantly 

learn and constantly teach what we know about God and 

concerning what God commands to others. For, if God is 

infinite, no finite mind can fully understand Him in any 

respect. We must not become haughty in our knowledge or 

ever believe that we have completely arrived. It is also certain, 

then, that even when we enter eternity and are in the presence 

of Jesus Christ, we will still learn more about God and grow 

closer in relation to God. For in His eternal kingdom, God will 

be the full light of the world and Jesus Christ will be the 
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lampshade revealing that light to humanity.11 So whether or 

not we will teach for eternity, we will always learn. 

Discipleship, as designed by God, is eternal. 

 Since discipleship is eternal, we commit ourselves to 

both disciple and be discipled on this earth, so that we attain a 

greater knowledge of Christ, and so that we help our brothers 

and sisters to attain a greater knowledge of Christ, as we 

approach eternity. We teach with every given opportunity, in 

every given circumstance, through every situation and to every 

listening ear. We are ambassadors for the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
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Serving 

 

 One of the more serious problems facing God’s 

Church, especially concerning discipleship, is the stark 

difference between many people’s viewpoint on service. We 

have ministers who want to act as supervisors while church 

members do the heavy lifting. We also have ministers who 

want to do all of the work, so not to inconvenience anyone 

else. Is it right for one’s self to affiliate with any of these 

viewpoints? Is there an acceptable middle position? Perhaps 

we must change our viewpoint completely. 

 

 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer 
garments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you 

understand what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and 
Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and 

Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you also 

should do just as I have done to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, 
a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger 

greater than the one who sent him. If you know these things, 
blessed are you if you do them. I am not speaking of all of 

you; I know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will be 
fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 

I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it 
does take place you may believe that I am he. Truly, truly, I 

say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and 
whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.” 

John 13:12-20 ESV 
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Serving brothers 

 Jesus served His twelve disciples by washing their feet. 

I remember beginning my ministry at South Lindsay Baptist 

Church. The mentality that reigned supreme among the few 

adult sponsors was this: that adults are the supervisors and 

students are the workers. Why is it that way when, according 

to the example Jesus sets for us, the superior in position 

should actually serve those under him? 

 A preacher stood one Sunday morning to address His 

congregation. As the silver words poured from his mouth 

touching hearts and lives, he continued to mention a service 

project that the church was involved in during the course of 

the next month. The time came for the service project and 

many church members came to serve the community, but the 

conspicuous absence of the preacher caused many to think that 

the service project may not have been as important as he made 

it out to be. Nevertheless, they served diligently and became 

tired. After one hour had passed, the preacher pulled up to 

where the congregation carried out their service project and 

began to unload his vehicle. He visited each individual and 

gave him or her a bottle of water and offered encouragement 

in the work that they were doing. Attitudes of people began to 

change. The preacher did not stand over them telling them 
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what to do. Instead, he ministered to them as they ministered 

to others. Obviously, in their minds, the service project took 

on a whole new importance. If the preacher was willing to 

serve them as they served others, then the preacher truly cared 

about them and the ministry God chose to have through them. 

 Jesus looks at His disciples after He washes their feet 

and asks, “Do you understand what I have done for you?” Just 

as the preacher in the above story worked to revitalize those 

who were serving under Him, Jesus worked to revitalize His 

disciples as they were serving under Him in a dirty world. As 

we do work in that dirty world, Christ also revitalizes us. This 

is one reason why corporate worship is so important. When we 

follow Christ’s example, not only do we act as Christ by 

revitalizing those under us but we also spur on, in a greater 

capacity, the act of discipleship. 

 Jesus used His act of service toward His disciples in 

order that they might gain a deeper spiritual understanding 

about washing one another’s feet. They were to keep each 

other clean, and hold each other accountable. They were to 

keep the filth of this world from tarnishing the purity that was 

placed on them through the relationship they had with Christ. 

The same goes for us when considering accountability. As we 

serve we use our service to those under us, either in maturity 

or position, to disciple them. 
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 There is a young man that I began to take home from 

church. He is an atheist and has just recently started to explore 

the possibility of God’s existence. While we are in my vehicle, 

I don’t push the ‘Jesus’ initiative. I just talk with him. My act 

of service is giving him a ride to his house or to his friend’s 

house. This act of service allows me to show him, by my 

example, some about the God that we serve. I was able to 

provide him with a free copy of my book, Rules of 

Engagement. He hears as God glorifying music plays in the 

background and I talk about what God is doing. I have an 

opportunity to disciple this young man, though he is not yet a 

believer, because I am serving him. 

 This, however, does not give us the authority to try and 

do everything for everyone else. By trying to do everything, 

we limit opportunities for service that others can have and we 

so easily become burned out in the ministry. We must give 

others a chance to serve God as well. 

 

Being served by brothers 

 Three weeks after our wedding, the great people at 

South Lindsay organized a food pounding for my wife and me. 

I, of course, had never heard of a food pounding. Nor did I 

know what to expect. My first response, after I learned what a 

food pounding was, was in disagreement. I am here to serve 
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these people. Their money can be used for something better 

that stocking my house with food. I really don’t like people 

spending money on me. I did not stop it, because that just 

would have been rude, and my wife and I received an 

overflow of food for our kitchen. 

 I am so guilty of not considering Jesus’ teaching. Wash 

each other’s feet. Keep each other clean. Serve one another. If 

I am here to serve others in the name of Christ Jesus, then I 

have to believe that all other believers are also here to serve 

others in the name of Christ Jesus. This is where the concept 

of one community under Jesus Christ determines our ministry 

within the body. We are all to be constantly serving one 

another. It is not the ministry of an individual, which we are so 

guilty of making it. It is the ministry of God through the body 

of Jesus Christ, or the Universal Church. So, then, here is the 

challenge: we must not only be committed to service for the 

kingdom of God but also to accepting and being blessed by the 

service of others for the kingdom of God. Ministry is not a 

competition or a one-man show. Discipleship is not a one-way 

imputation. Service, which is a doorway into greater 

discipleship, is mutual among all believers. None should sit on 

the bench. None should play the field alone. We are all mutual 

beneficiaries of each other’s service. 
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 This means that failing to serve and failing to accept 

service from a brother or sister greatly displeases the God we 

serve. Not only do we limit the opportunity for discipleship, 

but we also disobey a direct command from Christ, and 

remember: teaching others to obey what Christ commanded is 

a key concept within discipleship. We cannot teach others to 

obey Christ if we are not obeying Christ. Then, as we obey 

Christ’s commands, we teach others, implicitly and explicitly, 

to obey those same commands and prove God’s faithfulness to 

us through those commands. 

 

Serving with brothers 

 If we are to constantly serve one another, as God’s 

people, should we not also serve along side each other for 

God’s glory in a world that denies Christ? We seem to forget 

that God gives the same commands to all of His people, and 

within His commands is the command to serve. Why then do 

we choose to spend our time arguing about predestination, 

evolution, universalism, justification and free will? Why do 

we continue to bicker with one another about how much 

church money should be spent where or what kind of music is 

acceptable in God’s church buildings? We should, instead, 

devote our time to service in whatever capacity God calls us. 

This is not to say that philosophical debate is wrong. I believe 
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it is beneficial. As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens 

another.
12

 In order for iron to be sharpened it must clash 

together. We must be careful, though, not to allow our 

disagreements to come between us and, in coming between us, 

limit our service to God. We are one body under the lordship 

of Jesus Christ. We are not Baptists, Lutherans, Catholics, 

etc.; though we may agree with one sect more than others. We 

are God’s body. We are the image of God to a lost world. If 

we choose to stand against one another, then we fail to 

represent the perfect image of God the way that God would 

have us to represent His image. We must stand strong by 

standing as a unified body under the lordship of Jesus Christ. 

 

Serving enemies 

 After washing His disciples’ feet, Jesus, referring to 

Judas who would later betray Him, says, “I am not speaking of 

all of you; I know whom I have chosen.”
13

 Jesus chose the 

twelve. Jesus knew the twelve. He specifically knew that 

Judas was not committed to Him, yet chose to serve Judas 

equally with the other disciples. 

 How many times do we serve brothers and sisters 

within the Church, and then ignore or forsake the community 
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outside of our churches? If serving our family in Christ within 

the church grants us opportunity for greater discipleship, how 

much more would serving a lost world grant us those same 

opportunities?  

Jesus used Judas’ unbelief to teach all twelve that the 

scriptures were dependable and to reassure His disciples, 

including Judas, that He was who He claimed to be. Just as 

Jesus words did not change Judas’ mind concerning the 

betrayal that would take place soon after their conversation, 

we should not be surprised when a lost world refuses to 

change its mind about the God we serve. This does not mean 

that we should not serve them, because each act of service 

presents a new opportunity to disciple. The more we disciple a 

lost world, the more God is revealed to that lost world through 

us. The more God is revealed to a lost world, the greater 

opportunity there is for members of the lost world to return to 

Christ. 

 

Philosophy of service 

 So then, we dedicate our lives to unreserved service. 

We all work toward the same purpose: discipling one another 

and discipling the world around us. Service creates for us a 

platform. The platform enables us to spur brothers and sisters 

on to a greater maturity in the faith and allows us to share the 
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Gospel effectively. That platform also connects us with a 

family of believers who will teach us about the God we serve 

and hold us accountable in our walk with Jesus Christ. Service 

is a core aspect of the Christian life as a whole that we have 

lost sight of because we are generally afraid to work and run 

from commitment. In treating service the way that we do on 

most occasions, we disobey God and fail to represent God 

accurately. God created us for service. Through Christ, God 

restored us to service. In eternity, we will remain for service to 

our God. We cannot have a Christian life without service. We 

cannot have a Christian ministry without service. We cannot 

have a greater discipleship without service: both to one 

another and to the world around us. 
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Sending 
 

 The most renowned portion of the Great Commission 

in Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 28, rings clearly. Go. Not only 

are we to go and make disciples, but we are also to train those 

disciples so that they can go and make more disciples. 

 

Goal of discipleship 

 Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and 
teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of 
Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of Herod the tetrarch, 
and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, 
the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work to which I have called them.” Then after fasting and 
praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off. 

Acts 13:1-3 ESV 

 Saul, since the time of his defining encounter with 

Jesus Christ, had been sharing the Gospel of Christ and had 

learned much from the Christian community at the time. He 

both discipled others and accepted discipleship from others. 

Here we see that in God’s timing, Saul was set apart with 

Barnabas for the work that God had called them to. Our goal 

in discipling others should be such: to prepare them to do 

God’s work at a time that God has appointed. When it is time, 

then, we send those we disciple to make more disciples. 
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 One young man that I have had the amazing 

opportunity to mentor gave his life to Jesus Christ in the 

summer of 2011. After he gave his life to Christ, he 

immediately began to share his faith with others and I was 

able to disciple him in the faith. As I discipled him, and he 

became more mature, he began to reach out to his friends 

within the community. He began to have Bible Studies. I did 

not have to lay my hands on him and pray before formally 

sending him out. Our sending out disciples to make more 

disciples doesn’t always look like that; though it should as we 

send out foreign missionaries, at least in the respect that we 

pray for God’s ministry through them corporately and send 

them out publically. 

 My point, then, is this. Call to greater ministry is a 

natural part of discipleship. As we become ready, God reveals 

to us what He wants us to do. He reveals to those we disciple 

what He wants them to do. Our encouraging them to do that 

results in our sending them out, even if it is not formal. Our 

failure to encourage them in the work that God has for them, 

or our failure to send them out, results in our violation of 

discipleship’s natural product. It results in our opposition of 

the work God wants to do. Our students do not stay students 

forever, despite our carnal want to always be over them in 
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position and wisdom. Our students become our peers, and 

serve in a capacity that God already has set aside for them. 

 Our goal in discipleship is to teach those we disciple 

everything we know concerning our God. This goal has two 

definitive angles. The first, and more obvious, is to enhance 

the relationship that they have with God by imparting our own 

knowledge and experience on them. The second, and the more 

natural byproduct of true discipleship, is to prepare them for 

the work that God has for them. This means that we must also 

help them to answer the question, “What does God want me to 

do with my life?”  

 God called me specifically into youth ministry when I 

was a senior in high school. I argued at first because I had 

already made plans for my life. Needless to say, God won the 

argument. God calls all of His people to ministry in His name, 

but each person is called to serve in different capacity. It is 

also true that the capacity in which one person serves may 

change, if God so wills it, as time progresses. God called me 

specifically into youth ministry. I remember talking to my 

mother about the call on my life and the commitment I was 

thinking about making. Before I even began to tell her, she 

already knew. Some number of years before, God told her that 

I was going to be in youth ministry. Even her friend at church 

was able to conglomerate the story because my mother shared 
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it when God revealed it to her. I can honestly state that, 

because of God’s revelation to my mother and my mother’s 

willingness to share that with me when the time was right, I 

had no doubts about that call initially. 

 We need to encourage those we disciple in God’s call 

on their lives. Without that encouragement, or that sending 

out, I am afraid that people will doubt God’s work more often 

and, as a result, choose not to fulfill the position that God has 

for them. 

 

Result of discipleship 

 When we choose to begin sending out our disciples, or 

to begin discipling those around us in the first place, we can 

trust in the fact that God will accomplish the work that He has 

set out to accomplish. Barnabas and Saul went out from 

Antioch to proclaim the name of Christ to all nations. During 

their stay on the island of Paphos, they encountered a false 

prophet. They overcame the false prophet, and were able to 

lead the proconsul there into a relationship with Jesus Christ.14 

God also used Saul, also known as Paul, to write most of the 

New Testament and to establish a great number of churches. 

What if the church in Antioch would have refused to send out 

Paul and Barnabas? They didn’t, and God knows what He is 
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doing and where He places people. If we want to be used to 

shake this world for Christ, and if we want those we disciple 

to carry on the legacy we hope to leave by the power of Christ, 

then we must commit to sending them out. 

 Imagine, for a moment, being used by God in ways 

that we could never dream simply because we choose to make 

discipleship a lifestyle personally and communally. The elder 

and wiser people mutually benefit one another in discipleship 

through Bible study. The younger people and the youth follow 

that example. The elder people then share what they discover 

with those who are younger, and the younger share what they 

discover with the youth. The younger adults and the youth are 

then able to take what they learn and immerse the community 

around the church in the knowledge and presence of God.15 

All of the sudden, we see incomprehensible church growth: 

both in the maturity of believers and in the number of 

attendees. We must reinvent our Christian view of 

individualism and adopt a voluntary communal lifestyle. 

Discipleship is necessary if the Church is going to thrive once 

again, in America and elsewhere. 
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12.1 Discipleship By Age 
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Reminder of perpetual discipleship 

 All of this, however, does not mean that we ever stop 

discipling those we send. Remember, discipleship is both 

everlasting and eternal. 

 

 …and from there they sailed to Antioch, where they 
had been commended to the grace of God for the work that 
they had fulfilled. And when they arrived and gathered the 
church together, they declared all that God had done with 
them, and how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 
And they remained no little time with the disciples. 

Acts 14:26-28 ESV 

 After being sent out by the Holy Spirit through the 

members of their church in Antioch, Barnabas and Saul 

completed the work that God had for them to complete. Then, 

after completing such a great work, they returned to Antioch 

and were among the disciples. Discipleship after the sending 

and the return should be based around two concepts: corporate 

encouragement and corporate praise. 

 The first, corporate encouragement, is a continuation 

of the discipleship that took place before specific disciples 

were sent to do God’s work. This aspect of discipleship takes 

place at home, then on the mission field (wherever that 

mission field might be) and then at home again as those who 

were sent return. Barnabas and Saul remained no little time 

with the disciples. In the same way, we are never beyond 
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being discipled: even after we have a ministry through which 

God will accomplish the work He has set forth to be 

accomplished. 

 The second, corporate praise, takes place as we 

worship God, as a church, for the work that He has 

accomplished through His disciples who were sent. 

 My younger brother, who has been called to dedicate 

his life to foreign missions, went on a trip in the summer of 

2011, during which he got to build relationships with people 

of other faiths and cultures. When he returned from his trip, he 

shared with his local church everything that God had used him 

to do and the entire church rejoiced in that and immediately 

began discipling him and preparing him for his next trip. The 

entire church was able to rejoice in what God had done 

because it was willing to send. 

 When we choose to keep members on our turf in order 

to keep attendance in our local church high or in order to 

improve the overall performance of our particular local 

church, we, as a church, miss out on one of God’s greatest 

blessings. We miss the opportunity to rejoice in much of the 

work that God is doing. We miss out on the opportunity to 

benefit the universal Church of Jesus Christ because we 

become too preoccupied with the local church. Is not God’s 

purpose greater than our own? Yes? So, we rejoice, as a 
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church, in the work God does through those we send for His 

purpose. 
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Accepting 
Instruction 

It is not enough that we simply disciple others. For, if 
we disciple others without first accepting discipleship, 
we do nothing other than aid our peers and students in 
the digressive nature that already consumes them. We 
must first learn before we can teach. We must first 
know God before we can reveal God. We must first 
discover wisdom before we can share that wisdom. 
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Obtaining Infinite Knowledge 
  

 It has already been stated that discipleship is an 

ongoing, eternal process. We are to disciple others constantly. 

If God is infinite, and the process of learning about God and 

knowing God more is called discipleship, must our finite 

minds not also learn of God and know God more and more 

throughout all of our days? Because of our finite capacity to 

learn, this question persists: can we ever know an infinite 

God? 

 

 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the 
Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no 
need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives 
it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations 
walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 
and its gates will never be shut by day- and there will be no 
night there. They will bring into it the glory and the honor of 
the nations. But nothing unclean will ever enter it nor anyone 
who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

Revelation 21:22-27 ESV 

 After John sees, however it was that he saw, the final 

judgment and the creation of the New Heaven and the New 

Earth; after he witnesses the people of God coming down out 

of Heaven to reside with God on the earth for an eternity with 
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Him as His people, John begins to describe the vast city that 

the people of God will occupy. 

 

God as the infinite teacher 

 There was no temple in the new city for God the 

Almighty and the Lamb (Jesus) were its temple. Currently, the 

church is the institution by which God chooses to reveal 

Himself. We disciple one another, and we know God through 

the experience and knowledge of those around us. 

Discipleship is one follower of Jesus Christ imparting both 

knowledge and wisdom to a fellow believer. We must not 

forget, though, that it is God who grants us with the 

knowledge and wisdom that we are able to impart. 

 In the future, after God completes His redemptive 

work on the earth, there will be no temple. The Church will no 

longer be the vessel by which God reveals Himself to 

humanity. God will reveal Himself directly to humanity and 

directly to His people through the presence of Jesus Christ. 

What does this say about discipleship now and forever? 

 It says that God is the infinite teacher. For, though we 

are the vessels of discipleship now, God will reveal Himself 

directly in the future. This is possible because our perception 

will no longer be diluted by the power and presence of sin on 

the earth. 
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 The idea is similar to that of a man who enlists in order 

to become a member of his nation’s military. He leaves his 

wife and children to fight a war that will keep them safe. 

Though he loves them and is fighting for their safety and 

freedom, they never get to see him. For years he fights for 

them, and is not once able to see them. The children never get 

to talk with their father and were so young at the time of his 

departure that they don’t really even know who he is. All they 

know about their father is what their mother tells them about 

him. This will all change when their father returns and reveals 

himself directly to them. The children can finally see their 

father in full and there is no need for them to learn who he is 

from their mother because he is there with them. 

 In the future, we will be able to see God in full. He will 

be the one teaching us about Himself and revealing Himself to 

us. If God is going to teach us about Himself in eternity, then 

why is it that when we begin teaching, we resolve to stop 

learning from others? Not only should we always be teaching, 

but we should also always be learning. 

 

Jesus as the eternal mediator 

 Not only will God the Almighty and the Lamb be the 

temple, but God will be the light of men and the Lamb will be 

the lamp by which that light is revealed. This means that, even 
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in eternity, we will rely on Christ for our eternal relationship 

with God. It is only by the revelation of Christ that we will 

grow in our relationship with God even in eternity. This means 

that discipleship here on the earth is an eternal investment. It 

also means that our refusal to accept instruction has eternal 

consequences. 

 If the children within the home of the military man, 

described above, refused to learn about who their father was 

while their father was gone, then they would not have known 

anything about him upon his return. As a result, they would 

have felt distant. They would have had to begin building a 

relationship out of only the knowledge that their father 

existed. Sadly, this is exactly where most twenty-first century 

Christians in America find themselves. 

 We want eternal life without a commitment to 

discipleship. We are content with just receiving salvation and 

not growing in the knowledge and wisdom of our Lord, Jesus 

Christ. We fail to realize that not accepting discipleship has 

eternal consequences. If we do not allow ourselves to grow in 

the knowledge and wisdom of the Lord today, how much do 

we limit the reward that we receive from Christ in eternity? 

 If we forsake being discipled, either by our superiors 

or by our peers, for the sake of discipling others, then we also 

forsake making a greater eternal investment in our relationship 
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with God through Jesus Christ. Not only that, but if we ever 

choose to stop learning, then we are limited in our capacity to 

teach others. True discipleship requires us to learn. It also 

requires that we teach everything we know to those with 

whom we have contact each day. 

 

Mankind walks by God’s light 

 Mankind will be exposed to God, in eternity, through 

the person of Jesus Christ. All nations will walk by this light 

and this light alone. 

 Today, even within the Christian subculture that we 

have invented, we are exposed to many ideas that may or may 

not be true. Justification either applies to all men equally 

through the sacrifice of Christ, or it only belongs to the elect. 

We either choose God or God predestines us. We are either 

raptured from the earth before the Great Tribulation, after the 

Great Tribulation or are Glorified before God reveals His 

complete wrath against corruption. Worship either has no 

structure or contains a set of regulations given by God. 

Speaking in tongues is either a sign of being filled with the 

Holy Spirit or a way to communicate the Gospel to a people 

who speak different languages. Salvation is either a burden or 

a gift. God either works for the prosperity of His people or 

works for the prosperity of His purpose. The Old Testament 
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was either written for only the ancients or it was established 

for posterity. God is either self-centered or Omni-benevolent. 

Jesus Christ either replaced Hebrew Law with the Law of 

Grace or fulfilled the Hebrew Law with the Law of Grace. 

Either Satan has power over the earth or God has authority 

over the earth. 

 Everywhere we look we seem to hear ideas that 

contradict other ideas that we have learned. There is no doubt 

that much of the knowledge we receive on this earth, and 

during this lifetime, is false. Even as Paul is writing to the 

Corinthians, he states that love will never end; but prophecies, 

languages and knowledge will.1 Love will not end. Our 

relationship with God and our knowing God will remain. 

Since our knowing about God supplements our relationship 

with God, that knowledge then will remain because it is a 

knowledge that comes out of love, and love will never end. 

The false knowledge that we accumulate due to all of the false 

philosophies that reign prevalent in the world, however, will 

pass away. Only truth, which is from love, will remain. 

 We could even view this concept from the lens of 

creation, as we should view all of scripture. God created 

mankind in His image. Because mankind naturally wanted to 

be like God, mankind was able to naturally maintain a pure 
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relationship with God: relying on God to make him like God. 

Knowledge was pure and true. Later, the serpent found 

mankind in God’s garden and said, “You will not surely die 

(for death was the consequence of man’s rebellion against 

God). For God knows that when you eat of it (the forbidden 

fruit) your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, 

knowing good and evil.”2 Mankind took the fruit and ate. In 

doing so, mankind gained knowledge that God did not intend 

him to have: the knowledge of evil. This is because in order to 

obtain the knowledge of evil, mankind actually had to partake 

in evil. This opened the door for mankind to begin developing 

his own knowledge. No longer did he rely on God. Because 

we choose to develop our own knowledge, much of what we 

learn is false. Despite this fact, we know that God is working 

toward the restoration of His people. We will be restored to 

right knowledge. We will be restored to pure and true 

knowledge that comes only from God. 

 God will be the light by which His people walk. He 

will be the light by which all nations live. We will see clearly 

because all impure knowledge will be done away with. 
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Infinite nature of knowledge 

 “…its gates will never be shut by day- and there will 

be no night there.”3  

 If God will provide light for the world and there will 

never be night, then the right knowledge that God will provide 

through Jesus Christ will be infinite. It only makes sense 

considering the source of true knowledge, God, is infinite. 

Would the knowledge that comes from such an infinite source 

not also be infinite? 

 Before I began seriously pursuing an education, I was 

content with the knowledge that I had. Now, after being 

exposed to the pursuit of knowledge, I find it difficult not to 

study. The only problem that I have found is that the more I 

learn, the more questions I have. The more I learn, the less I 

realize that I actually know. This, I believe, is because 

knowledge, by design, is infinite. 

 This idea attests even more greatly to the eternal nature 

of discipleship, as God designed it. If knowledge is infinite, 

than we can truly learn from God even in eternity. We will be 

able to pursue and serve God even in eternity. We will not be 

bored or run out of things to do. We will be disciples, as we 

are disciples know. This also means that we can pursue God 

currently and unreservedly. If we will continue to learn 
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infinitely in eternity, and if we will continue to know God 

more infinitely and in eternity, than we can be confident that 

our pursuit of God here on the earth during this lifetime will 

yield a profit for us in eternity. 

 During the day, the gates of the city will never close 

and there is no night whatsoever. God will always be available 

and providing us with the unsearchable knowledge of Himself. 

Since this will be true of God in the future, and since God also 

currently exists outside of time, can we not also say that He is 

available for us now? Is He not always available to us? Yes! 

Since God is always available for us, willing to teach and 

reveal Himself to us through the power and presence of Jesus 

Christ, we should always be seeking to know Him more and to 

know more about Him. We should always be seeking to serve 

Him more and allow His revelation to shine brightly through 

us to others through communal discipleship. 

  

Gaining a pure knowledge 

 What do we benefit, today, if we wait until eternity to 

begin seeking Godly knowledge: both knowledge about God 

and knowing who God is? We can begin, not only teaching 

fundamental truths of the faith to others, but also coming to a 

greater understanding of who God is and growing closer to 

God in relation, even as we are among corrupted peoples and 
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living on a corrupted earth. The fact that people of the earth 

will bring into the new holy city the glory and honor that they 

achieve, means that it is possible for us to achieve glory and 

honor, in the name of Christ, and take it with us into eternity. 

What we achieve now, in accordance to our relationship with 

God in purity, accompanies us into God’s eternal kingdom. 

We can build up treasure in Heaven as we live on the earth. 

What we do, how we act and what we know now matter when 

considering eternity. 

 

 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through 
whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. I planted, 
Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. He who plants and 
he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages 
according to his labor. For we are God’s fellow workers. You 
are God’s field, God’s building. According to the grace of 
God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a 
foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one 
take care how he builds upon it. For no one can lay a 
foundation other that that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, straw- each one’s work will 
become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will 
be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work 
each one has done. If the work that anyone has built on the 
foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s 
work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will 
be saved, but only through fire. 

1 Corinthians 3:5-15 ESV 
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 Everything that we think, everything that we do, 

everything that we say, all of our work, everything that we 

choose to believe, the attitude we choose to have and the way 

in which we treat certain philosophies and world-views will be 

tested with God’s fire. All corruption will be eliminated and 

we will be left with what is pure. All of God’s people will be 

saved, but they will only be left with the truth that they obtain 

and the good work that they do for Christ Jesus. 

 Could you imagine a brother or sister, who has 

declared Christ the Lord of his or her life, chooses not to strive 

for pure knowledge, contend for the faith or even take place in 

the discipleship we have been discussing to this point? 

Because they choose not to pursue perfection and attain it in 

part, through both knowledge and work, almost every 

philosophy and work that they do hold will be burned away in 

God’s eternal purifier. They will be left with only the 

foundation of Jesus Christ and have to start again as a babe in 

Christ as God reveals Himself to us in eternity. That would be 

tragic. It will be tragic for many Christians today. 

 So, then, we are left with an incredible responsibility 

as the people of God living on this present earth. For, even 

though we cannot fully attain infinite knowledge, we are to 

pursue that goal in full. We are to be constant learners, 

professional students in the character and knowledge of God. 
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We should never be satisfied with what we know. To pursue 

God is to pursue understanding, and to pursue understanding 

is to gain both knowledge and wisdom. All of God’s children 

are disciples for the rest of their lives and for eternity. 
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Value of a Mentor 
 

 Over the years, I have come to call many people 

mentor. A mentor is someone who invests his or her time into 

teaching us personally and discipling us personally. I hope to 

be a mentor to some of the young men that I teach. While I 

was growing up, in Lawton, Oklahoma, one of my greatest 

mentors was a man in the church by the name of Glen. After I 

began attending Oklahoma Baptist University, my mentors 

were, and still are, older men by the names of Alan, Scott and 

Butch. These are the people who choose to invest their 

personal time in my development within the body of Jesus 

Christ. Without them, I am convinced that I would not be 

writing or ministering as I am. For, though I am receiving a 

great education, the personal touch and growth would be 

almost absent. We simply cannot achieve what God has for us 

to achieve on our own. We need mentors. 

 

 But as for you, teach what accords with sound 
doctrine. Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-
controlled, sound in faith, in love and in steadfastness. Older 
women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers 
or slaves to much wine. They are to teach what is good, and so 
train the young women to love their husbands and children, to 
be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and 
submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may 
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not be reviled. Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-
controlled. Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good 
works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity, and sound 
speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be 
put to shame, having nothing evil to say about us. Slaves are 
to be submissive to their own masters in everything; they are 
to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, not pilfering, but 
showing all good faith, so that in everything they may adorn 
the doctrine of God our Savior. 

Titus 2:1-10 ESV 

Command for mentors 

 The Christian religious institution in twenty-first 

century America is programmatic. We have children’s 

ministries, youth ministries, young single adult ministries, 

young married adult ministries, college and career ministries, 

seminary ministries, women’s ministries, men’s ministries and 

senior adult ministries. We tend to segregate God’s church and 

minister to certain groups of people in isolation from the rest 

of the church body. What if, the different age groups were 

meant to benefit from interacting with one another instead of 

existing in isolation? If this is the case, then we are failing as a 

church institution, to represent and administer discipleship the 

way that God meant for it to be represented and administered. 

We also cripple ourselves because we do not receive the 

discipleship that we need by interacting with other groups 

within God’s Church. 
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 Paul, in writing directly to Titus, urges Titus to 

encourage the older women to train the younger women. Paul 

also commands Titus, a male, to train younger men. What 

does this mean for us? It means that not only do we have a 

responsibility to teach those less mature than ourselves in the 

faith, but we also have a responsibility to accept instruction 

from those who are more mature in the faith than we are. 

Every member in the church should be both a student and a 

teacher in some capacity and especially as it relates to 

discipleship. 

 God designed His Church so that every believer might 

be connected to every other believer in some way. By dividing 

our church ministries we almost debilitate the church’s ability 

to live in communal relation. 

 This is not to say that having separate church 

ministries or programs is evil or interferes with God’s work. It 

is simply to say that something must be done in the church as 

a whole that will allow these separate ministries to mutually 

benefit one another, and therefore emphasize one church, and 

the discipleship therein, as it should be. This means 

connecting people with others who can disciple them who are 

older and more mature in the faith. Of course this takes a 

willingness from the people who are being connected with 

others. 
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Mentors of same gender 

 What we absolutely need to notice is that Paul’s advice 

to Titus encourages mentorship within the category of same-

gender. In fact, out of all of the categories we have placed 

within the confines of church ministry, same-gender is the 

only one explicitly commanded. Why? Why must males 

resolve only to mentor younger males? Why must females 

resolve only to mentor younger females? 

 The obvious answer is that males and females are 

different. They differ in anatomy, thought processes, behavior 

and emotion. Only men can meet the teaching requirements 

and set a proper example for younger men. Only women can 

meet the teaching requirements and set a proper example for 

young women. 

 Another reason that this is necessary is because it 

protects mentors from accusation. All it takes is one sexual 

accusation to ruin any one person’s ministry and effectiveness 

within the body of Jesus Christ. 

 Men and women also have different roles within the 

Church and within the home. According to Paul’s letter to the 

people in Ephesus, chapter five, men are to exemplify and 

represent God’s sacrificial love and women are to exemplify 
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human submission to Christ in reverence and respect. Young 

men cannot learn how to be men of God from women. Young 

women cannot learn how to be women of God from men. 

Since we have different roles within God’s Church, it is 

necessary that we are mentored by and mentor others with a 

similar set of responsibilities according to God. Men should 

disciple men. Women should disciple women. 

 This concept can also be taken and used for 

discipleship on a more narrow scale. If someone were called to 

a specific position in ministry, he or she would benefit if he or 

she were discipled by someone in that area of ministry. For 

example, youth workers would do well to disciple young men 

and women who want to go into youth ministry in some 

capacity. Cooks would do well to disciple young men and 

women who wish to prepare food as a ministry. Pastors would 

do well to disciple young men who wish to someday be 

pastors. Those who have enlisted would do well to disciple 

those who wish to enlist in any branch of the military. This not 

only helps the mentor relate to his or her disciple, but also 

provides inspiration and motivation to the learner in order that 

he or she might be great at whatever he or she chooses to do in 

life. It is beneficial that we are mentored by and mentor others 

with a similar set of interests within the body of Christ. 
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Preventing segregation 

 I mentioned, briefly, the separate ministries that we 

have promoted within the setting of the local church. One 

thing does bother me about those separate ministries, though 

they are beneficial to reach different people. It is that they 

almost become their own sub-church or Para-church. The 

youth program operates independently of the young adult 

program. The children’s ministry operates independently of 

the youth ministry. The young adult ministry operates 

independently of the senior adult ministry. This is a problem 

because it causes segregation within what is commanded to be 

a unified body under Christ. 

 It certainly does not help when the ministerial staff at 

any church operates almost independently of one another. The 

youth minister is in charge of the youth ministry. The senior 

pastor teaches a Sunday School class and teaches on Sunday 

morning. The associate pastor teaches young adults and 

preaches once a month. The music director is in charge of 

planning the music for Sunday morning, Sunday evening and 

Wednesday night. The placing of responsibilities on each staff 

member should be done. The problem surfaces when each 

staff member works independently of other staff members, just 

as each ministry almost works independently of other 

ministries within the church. 
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 How is it that we can prevent this church segregation 

as it seems to happen almost naturally? The answer is not to 

do away with church programs or ministries. The answer is 

not that we should remove responsibility from those who hold 

ministerial positions. My thought is that each local church 

should develop a plan of communal discipleship4.  

 Imagine just how dynamic even a small traditional 

church would become if older members were connected 

directly to younger members through discipleship? What 

would it look like if each ministry within God’s church was 

connected and dependent on other ministries within the 

church? What greater dynamic would church services gain if 

ministers kept office hours and worked side by side planning 

each service; including order of service, implicit and explicit 

teaching, teaching through spoken word and music and 

planning the aesthetic environment for each service. What if 

ministers were to receive ministry rather than just give it? We 

can do so much more to facilitate a unified church 

environment. When we choose to do so, I believe we will see 

churches grow, qualitatively as well as quantitatively. Keep in 

mind, also, that what must be developed is a plan of 

communal discipleship, not a program or a class. 
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14.1 Plan of Communal Discipleship 
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Challenge for mentors 

 Paul, in writing directly to Titus, makes the following 

statement: 

 Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good 
works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity, and sound 
speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be 
put to shame, having nothing evil to say about us. 

Titus 2:7-8 

 Those who teach are required to show themselves in 

all respects to be a model of good works. We cannot simply 

hold a teaching position without setting a proper example of 

good works that come from faith.5 We are charged with a 

greater responsibility, as teachers, to do good works, and good 

works can only be done rightly with the power of the Holy 

Spirit in us.  

We must show integrity in our teaching, along with 

dignity. I know a man who recently got a tattoo along the 

surface of his skin located where the rib cage is. After paying 

for and receiving the tattoo, he placed an argument, according 

to scripture, justifying his own actions. This does not represent 

integrity or dignity. The very message of scripture, 

holistically, is that we cannot justify ourselves in any manner. 

If we are to teach that God alone has the power and authority 

to justify the world, then we must be careful not to act as 
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though we justify our own actions. Instead, we must rely on 

God to change our hearts, and conform them to the heart of 

Jesus Christ. Thus, our justification is brought to fruition by 

our transformation, not our self-defense. Integrity and dignity 

would consist of our making sure we are teaching according to 

God’s will and not our own desire. Then, we proclaim the 

teaching that God gives us and uses to transform us with a 

sense of pride and authority given to us by God. We share 

what we have learned with dignity. 

Other than this, we must present sound speech when 

teaching, whether it be in one-on-one discipleship or in the 

presence of many brothers. We should not so avidly claim that 

we must give up our own lives in order to serve Christ while at 

the same time preaching what is commonly known as the 

prosperity gospel. Truth simply cannot exist where 

contradictions prevail. How can others trust what we say if we 

contradict ourselves concerning God’s truth? What is 

necessary for us to avoid contradictions in our teaching? We 

must choose to think deeply about any given topic or verse of 

scripture in light of other verses of scripture before teaching it 

as truth. When we do not know an answer, we approach it in 

humility: hoping to learn and admitting that we do not readily 

know the answer. This way, enemies of our Lord and of us 
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will not be able to hold our speech against us. In fact, they will 

not have anything evil to hold against us. 

 

Benefit for all people 

 The reason we live in such a way that we set a good 

example and train younger generations up in righteousness, 

the reason that we submit to our superiors and allow them to 

disciple us, is “so that in everything they may adorn the 

doctrine of God our Savior”6. 

 God, by design, has placed within this world a standard 

that is completely determined by Him, His nature, His purpose 

and His plan. From that standard comes certain doctrines that 

cannot be avoided: Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the only 

way to God is through the mediator Jesus Christ, sin has 

infected all of humanity and it is God alone who justifies and 

sanctifies. By training others in righteousness and accepting 

discipleship from others, we not only accept these necessary 

doctrines, but we also adorn the doctrines. By adorning these 

doctrines, we actually worship God in our learning; serving 

His honor and glory. Because we serve God’s honor and glory 

to a greater degree, we receive a greater satisfaction on this 

earth and a greater reward in eternity. 
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 Therein lies my challenge. We must all commit to 

finding someone younger to mentor and finding someone 

older that will mentor us. 
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Learning from Students 

 

 No matter how great of a teacher we think we are, 

there are always rewards available when we are willing to 

learn from those we teach.  

 

 “It is as I told Pharaoh; God has shown to Pharaoh 

what he is about to do. There will come seven years of great 
plenty throughout all the land of Egypt, but after them there 

will arise seven years of famine, and all the plenty will be 
forgotten in the land of Egypt. The famine will consume the 
land, and the plenty will be unknown in the land by reason of 
the famine that will follow, for it will be very severe. And the 
doubling of Pharaoh’s dream means that the thing is fixed by 
God, and God will shortly bring it about. Now therefore let 

Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over 
the land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh proceed to appoint overseers 

over the land and take one-fifth of the produce of the land of 
Egypt during the seven plentiful years. And let them gather all 
the food of these good years that are coming and store up 
grain under the authority of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and 

let them keep it. That food shall be a reserve for the land 
against the seven years of famine that are to occur in the land 
of Egypt, so that the land may not perish through the famine.” 
This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. 

Genesis 41:28-37 ESV 

Wisdom of younger generations 

 Pharaoh was an obvious superior to Joseph, the 

prisoner. Yet, Pharaoh still listened, with wisdom, to Joseph as 

Joseph both interpreted his dream and gave a plan of action for 
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the events that were to transpire. Just as Joseph showed a great 

amount of God-given wisdom when talking with his superior, 

those under us; in position, stature, wisdom, intelligence, 

experience or age; may, in fact, wield a great trove of wisdom 

that we are not aware of. 

 A mother looked at her daughter one night, knowing 

that her little girl understood, at least in part, what it meant 

that Jesus Christ had to die for her sin. The mother asked her 

little girl if she had given her heart to Jesus. The little girl 

looked at her mother with a puzzling expression, “Mommy. I 

thought God already owned everything.” The mother had to 

stop and think. 

 Too many times I think we simply get too caught up as 

teachers that we forget to pay attention to those under us. We 

are teachers, pastors, Sunday School directors, youth 

ministers, small group leaders, deacons or mentors. We get so 

caught up in those titles that we forget the fact that God can 

bless anyone, even those under us, with His wisdom. 

 One of my teachers, whom I love and respect, treats 

our relationship this way. Anytime I approach him with an 

idea that may spur God’s ministry through us on to greater 

progress for His kingdom, he replies with how complicated it 

would be to set something like that up. He then begins to turn 

every idea I go to him with into some type of lesson. While 
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my goal in going to him with my idea was Great Commission 

oriented, his goal in replying to me was discipleship. I 

understand that. I also understand, though, how it feels to be 

completely shut down every time I go to someone with 

seniority to pitch a renovative or potentially progressive idea. 

It is not only demoralizing, but causes a great disinterest in my 

remaining within that discipling relationship or even 

continuing ministry within the circumstances. I wonder if 

others within our churches also feel as though their ideas and 

thoughts have no matter. 

 We must not assume more wisdom than those we 

disciple. They may just have insight or see things from a 

perspective that we did not consider. They just might have the 

insight needed to save our people from a famine. We just 

might learn something. 

 

Reward of older generations 

 Pharaoh watched as the years of plenty passed and the 

years of famine came. Because he chose to listen to Joseph, all 

of his people were provided for and Egypt became a richer 

nation because the neighboring nations needed food. 

 So it is when we choose to listen and seriously 

consider the thoughts of those under us. All others, whom we 

teach, also benefit and we become more enriched because we 
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have greater insight and a broader perspective. The bottom 

line is: it never hurts to genuinely listen or to genuinely 

consider the thoughts and ideas that learners bring to us. We 

might benefit as teachers. Our churches may also benefit by 

association. 

 Of course, this requires, by default, that we not fear 

change. The reason many younger people are ignored in the 

post-modern era is because older generations, in general, are 

afraid of change. This causes the younger generation to leave 

the church in order that they might find newer styles of 

worship, a greater Spirit led experience, more proactive 

outreach, a more aesthetic environment and a more Biblically 

based and theology-minded congregation. Either that or they 

are dropping out of church altogether. Now, in many 

traditional churches we are seeing a gap where the young adult 

generation should be. When older generations pass, and are 

with Jesus in eternity, there will be no church administration. 

No church administration means that the particular local 

church simply dies out. How is it that we can prevent this local 

church suicide? How do we ensure that our platform for 

Christ-centered communal discipleship will not be ruined? 

 

 

 



Accepting Instruction 

189 

Avoiding local church suicide 

 In June of 1979, Christian fundamentalists took 

political action to gain complete control of the Southern 

Baptist Convention and succeeded after a ten-year plan grew 

to fruition. Another group of Baptists, now referred to as 

“moderates”, split from the group because of their 

fundamentalist outlook. The SBC did not die, but lost a great 

number of people because “fundamentalists” were unwilling 

to listen and consider the thoughts and ideas of a group that 

claimed to want to “help, not hurt; to heal, not wound; to 

unify, not divide; to focus on the future, not the past” and to 

“encourage each other, learn from each other, pray for each 

other and listen to the voice of God through each other”.7 

 When we do not genuinely listen and consider the 

thoughts of others, whomever they may be, we undoubtedly 

cause dissention within God’s church. We can avoid such 

dissention by genuinely listening and considering thoughts, 

ideas, proposals and inquisitions of those under us. We do not 

have to agree, but we should genuinely listen and consider. 

This will bring a greater unity to God’s church. It will give the 

younger generation a sense of worth. Instead of directly 

imposing on them the proprieties we have exalted and are 

afraid to move away from, we must be willing to let them have 
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a say. This will not only benefit the church, but will also 

provide for us a greater avenue for discipleship with them. We 

must not close the door on an opportunity that God is giving 

us to minister. We must not allow a coming famine to claim 

the life of our church because we are unwilling to listen. It is 

students who best know how to reach their peers. It is young 

adults who best know how to reach young adults. It is senior 

adults who best know how to reach senior adults. Why not 

listen? 

 

Change as it relates to discipleship 

 For those who choose not to listen out of some fear for 

change, or for those who simply refuse to allow change to 

‘corrupt’ the spirituality of the church: God designed us for 

change. 

 

 …then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the 
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the 
man became a living creature. And the Lord God planted a 
garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he 
had formed. 

Genesis 2:7-8 ESV 

 God placed His prized creation, man, in the garden that 

He created after man had already experienced life outside of 

the garden. In fact, we do not know exactly how long Adam 

had lived outside the garden before God moved him. This says 
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something great about the nature of man as it differs from the 

nature of God. That is, we were designed to experience change 

and to adapt to that change. Change that God brings is 

progressive. He moved Adam to a garden that He planted from 

a wilderness that had not been worked. Change that we bring 

about is digressive. Adam and his wife rebelled against God in 

the garden later on.8 

 Not only were we designed to experience change, but 

we also naturally change over time. We experience a vast 

array of emotions that are always changing. Our thoughts are 

always changing. Our beliefs are always changing. Our 

attitudes are always changing. If we are relying on God for 

that change, then we experience progress as we change. To 

resolve not to change is to decide not to make progress, in our 

own relationships with God or for the kingdom of God. 

 Furthermore, communities experience change. Morals 

of people change. Sizes of communities change. Popular 

fashion changes. Popular music changes. If we do not adapt, in 

our own ministry or the ministry of the church, then we 

choose to not relate to a changing culture and, in doing so, 

alienate them completely from the kingdom of God. This is 

what we do when we live completely submerged within the 

Christian subculture that we have created. We must be willing 
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to change in order to reach a lost world for Jesus Christ 

without compromising the faith that has been entrusted to us. 

Jesus will always be Lord. Sin will always be sin. Intellect will 

never gain us a place with God for eternity. Our righteous acts 

are like dirty rags to God. Christ is the only one who can 

deliver us into righteousness. 

 We must not fear or avoid change. For, if God created 

us with the ability to change and the ability to adapt, then by 

refusing change simply because it is different is an act against 

God’s created order, and therefore an act against God. 
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Staying Spiritually Fit 
 

 The idea of discipleship, holistically, enables each of 

us to stay spiritually fit. We simply cannot do it alone. We 

need those who look up to us, inspiring us to set a Godly 

example. We need those who will disciple us, training us in 

the deep things of the faith. 

 The individualism that defines every motive within the 

American culture causes us to naturally seek a personal 

relationship with God on solely an individual level. This 

centers our focus within the relationship on ourselves, while 

also limiting our fellowship with the rest of God’s body. This 

means that much of our view of Christianity is anti-Christian 

by default. We literally do need one another in order to 

experience the relationship we have with God to the fullest. 

We literally do need one another in order to impact the world 

in a positive way for the glory of God our Father. We cannot 

advance spiritually without one another. We cannot advance 

the kingdom of God without one another. 

 

 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 
were being done through the apostles. And all who believed 
were together and had all things in common. And they were 
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selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending 
the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they 
received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising 
God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added 
to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

Acts 2:42-47 ESV 

 The early Church under the authority of Jesus Christ, 

devoted itself entirely to the teachings of the apostles: the 

same apostles who received their teaching from Christ. They 

also devoted themselves entirely to fellowship. They spent 

time with one another: discipling one another, building 

relationships with one another, praying with one another and 

supporting one another. They attended church together and 

worshipped with one another. They resolved to look on all 

people with favor. As a result, God not only drew those people 

closer to Himself, but He also added to their number day by 

day. 

 Communal discipleship is necessary if we are to see 

the maturity and growth within God’s Church that we hope to 

see. It is necessary if we, God’s people in America, are to see 

another great revival before Christ’s return. It is necessary if 

we are to pursue God as we ought to. 
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My challenge to you, 

then… 
 The conclusion of the matter, then, is this: that 

discipleship is grossly underemphasized within the American 

church because Christians have bought in to many popular 

American cultural philosophies and ideals. We must return to 

a Biblical and holistic view of discipleship. Not only must we 

return to this view of discipleship, but we must also return to 

practicing this discipleship within the body of Jesus Christ. 

 We must all find someone to disciple: teaching them 

everything we know about God and exposing them to the 

presence of God in our lives. We must also submit to being 

discipled by others: allowing them to teach us about God and 

expose us to the presence of God in their lives. 

 Discipleship is not a program. It’s an every day thing. 

With everyone we meet, we are discipleship minded. In 

everything we do, we are discipleship minded. Everywhere we 

go, we are discipleship minded. Of course, this really just 

comes down to living a life centered on the lordship of Jesus 

Christ. It is His command, after all, by which we disciple 

those we meet. 
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 I would like to thank you for reading this book. My 

hope is that we can soon begin the process of discipleship as it 

should be. I even believe that, if taken seriously, discipleship, 

correctly done, will impact greatly the course of, not only 

American history, but also the history of the entire world. 

What each of us does matters. Let us change this world, day 

by day. Let us impact lives, day by day. Let us live according 

to God’s will, day by day. 
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Example Q&A 
Question                 Response for yes       for no     Scripture Reference      Notes 

1. May I ask you a few 
questions? 

Ask the 
next 
question. 

Hand 
target 
person 
info. 

  

2.Do you think that 
religion is important? 

Might 
ask what 
makes 
religion 
so 
important 

Move on 
to next 
question. 

James 
1:27 

 

3. Do you think that 
there is a moral standard 
that people have a 
responsibility to live up 
to? 

Might 
ask 
where 
that 
moral 
standard 
comes 
from. 

Move on 
to next 
question. 

Matthew 
5:48 

 

4. Do you consider 
yourself to be a 
religious person? 

Might 
ask 
whether 
or not 
religion 
itself can 
save a 
person. 

Move on 
to next 
question. 

Matthew 
19:16-22 
Mark 
10:17-22 
Luke 
18:18-23 

 

5. Do you believe that 
there is a God? 

Might 
ask them 
about the 
god they 
believe 
in. 

Talk 
through 
6, 7 and 
8 instead 
of 
asking. 

Whole 
Bible 

 

6. If there were a God, 
why do you think He 
would have created the 
world? 

n/a n/a Jeremiah 
33:2 

 



7. If that God were 
good, why do you think 
the world He created 
has so much evil in it? 

n/a n/a Genesis 
3:6-7 

 

(Talk) We all fall short 
because we are born 
into a world full of evil. 
We are not perfect. 

n/a n/a Romans 
3:23 

 

(Talk) Because we fall 
short of the glory of 
God, we deserve death. 

n/a n/a Romans 
6:23 

 

8. Do you believe that 
God is a loving God? 

Move to 
next part. 

Move to 
next part 

Romans 
5:8 

 

(Talk) If God was a 
loving God, he would 
provide a way for 
humanity to be returned 
to Him. 

n/a n/a John 
3:16-17 

 

9. Is this a gift that you 
would like to have? 

n/a n/a Romans 
10:9-10 

 

The above chart is not an instruction manual. It is 
merely a reference tool to use when planning a 
church evangelistic survey. You have the freedom 
to copy and distribute this chart for ministry 
purposes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12.1 Discipleship By Age 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



14.1 Plan of Communal Discipleship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Invite Andrew Paul to speak for your church event: 
andrewpaul@christoa.com 

 
Keep up with Andrew’s next project: 

Facebook.com/WhoIsSophie 
 

Please visit www.christoa.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 




